I- 



.2,501 new jobs approved 

AMMAN (Pena) — The Cabinet held a meeting Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of. Prime Minister Sharif ZekJ Ben Shaker and approved the 
1993 ministries and government departments- manning table system. The 
system included creating 2,501 new jobs at the Ministry of Education. 
1.000 new vacancies at the Ministry of Health, 170 at the Customs 
Department. 154 at the Income Tax Department. 140 at the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment. 75 at the Administra- 
tive Inspection Bureau. 70 at the Ministry of Justice, and 705 at the rest of 
the minist ries a nd government departments. By this, some 4,814 new 
posts were created at the various government institutions. About 750 job 
vacancies were offered in public institutions not included in the manning 
table. The Cabinet also approved a recommendation by Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh to speed up the process erf appointing applicants for these 
posts. The government ceased to hire new employees on Nov. 30. 1992 to 
enable the General. Budget Department to issue the manning table and 
the 1994 general budget. The Council of Ministers also approved die sales 
tax draft law and decided to refer it to the parliament for approval in the 
current parliamentary session. This law will replace the consumption tax 
law. 
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Man with explosives held at Beirut airp£>» v. 

BEIRUT (AP) — A Cypriot man. who allegedly had explosives strappo-: 
to his waist, was arrested at Beirut airport Tuesday just minutes lK-fu:-. 
boarding a flight to the Cyprus town of Laraaca. aviation officials said. Ac 
official said airport police discovered a stick of dynamite and some 
Semrex. a powerful and difficult to detect explosive, attached to his ivjst 
during a routine body cheek. The official said he was pulled out o: (he 
queue for the Middle East Airlines (MEA) flight at 12:25 p.m. (Hl25 
GMT), five minutes before takeoff. He was identified by the official at 
Nichols os Syliouris. 24. of Nicosia. He said no explosives were found in 
Syilouris* luggage, but security officers did find photos of what appeared 
to be uniformed Lebanese militiamen. After the incident, a:! the 
passengers were ordered off the jet and asked to reclaim their bae^'se. 
They were all required to undergo a meticulous body search he tore 
reboarding, the official said. The passengers were then allowed to lake utf 
an another MEA aircraft at 3:00 p.m. (13U0 GMT) while sapper-, 
examined the original Boeing 707 for explosives. Nothing was found 
aboard the plane. Syilouris was committed for interrogation by a militar, 
magistrate, the official said. It was undcar if hijacking was the man's 
motive. 


a 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1993, SHA’BAN 4, 1413 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; IME f.50 dir'isns 


V: Budgetenacted 

; AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Tuesday 
• approving law no. 1 for 1993, 
■'/. which is the 1993 general budget 
.1 law. The law takes effect as of 
Jan. 1,1993. according to the 
decree. 

Yemeni parties seem 
to drop merger 

SANAA (R) — Yemen's two 
ruling parties appear to have 
dropped plans to turn their coali- 
tion into a merger to ensure 
victory m general elections next 
. / April, the first since the North 
arid South united in 1990. Presi- 
dent-All Abdulah Saleh's Peo- 
ple’s General Congress (PGC), in 
r a statement Monday night after 
two days of merger talks with the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), cal- 
led for broader-based “national 
concord... that would not breach 
the spirit of democracy." Opposi- 
tion parties complain a merger of 
the parties that controlled the two 
Yemens until 1990 would be un- 
democratic and would entrench 
die power of the two political 
giants. 

Embezzler* returns 
$21 m to Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AP) — An oil tanker 
executive jailed on charges of 
embezzling tens of millions of 
dollars from the Kuwait Oil 
Tanker Company (KOTC) has 
returned part of the money to the 
treasury, the oil minister said 
Tuesday. Oil Minister Alt A! 
Baghli said the accused had re- 
turned the 6.2 million Kuwaiti 
dinars (S21.7 million) to the cen- 
tral bank over the past few days. 
The two executives accused in -the 
scandal are believed to have 
raked in more than $100 million 
by renting tankers in their own 
names at a low price, leasing 
them to the state-owned company 
at an inflated rate and pocketing 
the difference. One executive. 
Hassan Qabwzard, has been jailed 
in Kuwait and denied bail. 
Another executive, Abdul Fateh 
AI Badr, apparently received a 
tip that his arrest was imminent 
and fled to London. The assets of 
both were frozen. The oil minis- 
ter would not specify who re- 
turned the money but said: 
"There is only one here." 

Iraq urges T urkey to 
discuss dam 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Iraq appealed 
to Turkey again Tuesday to dis- 
cuss a new hydroelectric project 
on the Euphrates River. A 
spokesman for the Iraqi Ministry 
of Agriculture and Irrigation said 
construction of the Streak Dam 
near the border with Syria would 
affect the flow of the river’s flow 
into that country and into Iraq. 
The spokesman, Abdul Sanar 
.. Salman, was quoted by the Iraqi 
^ News Agency as saying that inter- 
national law does not allow con- 
struction of projects that decrease 
water flow beyond mutually de- 
cided levels. Mr. Salman said 
Baghdad had asked Turkey and 
Syria for a joint meeting on the 
issue but had received no answer. 

Algeria sets deadline 
for turning in guns 

ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
authorities have given hunters in 
areas under night curfew until 
Feb. 10 to turn in their guns, 
apparently to keep them out of 
the hands of Muslim fun- 
damentalists fighting the security 
forces. The Interior Ministry, 
which earlier asked Algerians in 
the seven regions under curfew to 
, turn in weapons, said they must 
now surrender all “hunting guns” 
within the next two weeks. In a 
statement broadcast Tuesday, it 
said step would be taken against 
those who did not obey. The guns 
would be returned sometime la- 
ter. it added. 

Afleged Soviet coup 
plotters to be tried 

■ MOSCOW (AP) — The officials 
accused of trying to overthrow 
- the Soviet government in 1991 
will be tried before the Russian 
Supreme Court beginning April 
14. a court official told Russian 
. news agencies Tuesday. Prosecu- 
tors and defence lawyers have 
prepared for more than a year, 
but a date was not announced 
until Tuesday. Twelve men will 
face charges of high treason and 
v - conspiracy to seize state power. 

. Anatoly Ukolov, chairman of the 
, • coon's military tribunal, told the 
Interfax ami ITAR-TASS news 
agencies. 


Ghali calls for U.N. 
action against Israel 

Rabin cries foul; U.S. envoy says 
Clinton ‘unlikely’ to back sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali recommended Tuesday 
that the Security Council take 
“whatever measures are re- 
quired" to force Israel to return 
nearly 400 expelled Palestinians. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin accused the United Na- 
tions of exercising a ‘"double stan- 
dard" against Israel. Israel’s 
U.N. ambassador. Gad Yaacobi, 
said Dr. Ghali *s stance was 
“once-sided and totally ignores 
the background" behind the ex- 
pulsion. 

Israel ordered the expulsion 
after six Israeli soldiers were kil- 
led by militants in a 10-day 
period. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's (PLQ) U.N. office said it was 
working on a resolution to impose 
international sanctions on Israel to 
force it to comply. 

The PLO said its resolution would 
impose economic sanctions on Israel 
and bar it from attending internation- 
al conferences on human rights. 

The United States, however, indi- 
cated it would Mock such a resolu- 
tion. Officials in Washington said 
Monday (hey had told Arab govern- 
ments the United States wanted the 
dispute settled by the parties. 

In a report released at U.N. head- 
quarters. Dr. Ghali said Israel's refus- 
al to take back the deportees “chal- 
lenges the authority of the Security 
Council." He recommended that the 
council “take whatever measures arc 
required to ensure that its unanimous 
decision ... is respected." 

The 15-nation cxxmcil voted unani- 
mously Dec. IS to adopt a resolution 
demanding that Israel return the 
Palestinians. 

Israel expelled 415 men on Dec. 17 
as alleged members of the Muslim 
fundamentalist Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad movements. The expulsion was 
in retaliation for a series of attacks, 
including the slayiqgs of six security 
troopers, that were blamed on 


Hamas. 

Fourteen men expelled in error 
have since returned and five others 
were hospitalised, leaving 396 
stranded in a tent camp north of the 
Israeli "‘security zone” in southern 
Lebanon, hrs refused them passage 
north Lebanon. 

in his report. Dr. Ghali also said he 
would start discussions with Israel 
about ptntiig U.N. monitors in the 
Israeli-occupied territories to ensure 
Palestinians' rights were respected. 

Israel's foreign ministry rejected 
those recommendations; ftilesfinians 
applauded them. 1 

The ministry repeated an appeal to 
the Security Council to avoid further 
steps against Israel until Israel's sup- 
reme court ruled on die expulsion of 
the Palestinians. A decision might 
come later this week. 

But the PLO was already pressing 
for sanctions. Riyad Mansour, its 
deputy permanent observer at the 
United Nations, told reporters he 
would immediately begin drafting a 
sanctions resolution. 

Dr. Ghali’s report, issued after two 
of his envoys failed to persuade Mr. 
Rabin to comply with U.N. demands, 
said the expulsions were “only the 
most recent in a series of violations by 
Israel" of international conventions 
on human rights. 

“The report is an example of dou- 
ble standard, completely ignoring ter- 
rorism and singling out only the steps 
taken against it," Mr. Rabin told 
reporters after briefing a parliamen- 
tary committee in occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel frequently has accused the 
United Nations of holding it to 
tougher human right standards than 
Arab states. 

Israel's army radio quoted Mr. 
Rabin as telling the committee he 
hoped the United States would veto 
any attempt by the Security Council 
to impose sanctions. 

William Harrop, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor in Tel Aviv, said on army radio he 
hoped the case could be resolved 
without a council vote. 

The foreign ministry said there was 


Abdul Shafi says U.S. 
will make Israel yield 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— The chief Palestinian peace 
negotiator said Tuesday be was 
certain Washington would help 
make Israel take back hundreds 
of Arabs expelled to Lebanon. 

“I am certain the United States 
will take the position that will 
force Israel (to comply). We can- 
not expect any big power to stand 
back from supporting what is 
right and what is legitimate,” 
Haidar Abdul Shafi told a news 
conference. 

“It will be shameful and ridicu- 
lous if America, >n this case 
where Israeli intransigence is 
threatening the peace process, 
will take a different stand." 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali recommended Monday 
that the U.N. Security Council 
■take "whatever measures are re- 
quired” to force Israel to take 
back the expellees in compliance 
with Resolution 799. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has told. two U.N. envoys, 
during three missions since the 
expulsions on Dec. 17, that he 
will not obey. Israel says the 
evictees have links with Islamic 
groups that killed six soldiers. 

U.S. ambassador to Israel Wil- 
liam Harrop told Israel army 
radio Tuesday that President Bill 
Clinton was “most unlikely" to 
allow United Nations sanctions 
against Israel. 

“I think it's best that the situa- 
tion be resolved before that kind 
of a challenge is posed to the new 
administration," Mr. Harrop 
said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi has said he 
would stay away from the Middle 
East peace talks if Israel does not 
return the expellees. Until Israel 
expelled them, the U.S.- 
brokered talks had been expected 
to resume in February. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher discussed the possi- 
bility of visiting the Middle East 
next month in a telephone talk 
Sunday with Mr. Rabin, diploma- 
tic sources said. 

The sources, who asked not to 
be identified, said no derision* 
was made about the proposed 
trip, which could take place in the 
middle of next month. 



Haidar Abdul Shafi 

It would be part of Mr. Christ- 
opher’s first foreign trip as secret- 
ary of state and would also take 
him to Arab countries with the 
aim of resuming the stalled Arab- 
Israeli peace folks. 

The sources said Mr. Christ- 
opher would tike the standoff 
surrounding the fate of the evic- 
tees stranded on a mountainside 
in South Lebanon to be resolved 
before be goes to the region. 

Evictees urge sanctions 

In Marj AI Zobour, Lebanon, 
the Palestinian evictees urged the 
U.N. Security Council to impose 
sanctions on Israel and asked 
Washington not to use its veto. 

The Palestinians said they were 
heartened by Dr. Ghalf s. re- 
commendation. 

Abdul Aziz AI Rantisi, the 
leader of the evictees, said: “This 
(Ghaii's) report is positive 
although overdue." 

"We hope the Security Council 
will take a tough stand towards 
Israel and implement sanctions. 

U I hope the United States will 
nor sabotage the process by using 
its power of veto because it would 
lose its credibility.” 

Hawatmeh reports ‘proposal’ 

Palestinian leader Nayef 
Hawatmeh said Tuesday the Un- 
ited States, Egypt and Israel were 
discussing a proposal to avert 
U.N. sanctions against Israel 

(Continued oa page 5) 


“no room” for an international moni- 
toring body in the occupied territor- 
ies, saying Israel was in charge of 
everyone's security in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But Haidar Abdul Shafi. the chief 
Palestinian negotiator at the Middle 
East peace talks, welcomed the prop- 
osal. “We have been asking a long 
time for international protection." 
Dr. Abdul Shafi raid. 

Mr. Rabin received reassurance 
earlier when Ambassador Harrop 
told army radio that President Bill 
Clinton did not want to use a veto but 
was “most unlikely" to allow U.N. 
sanctions against Israel. 

“It's been made very dear to me 
that the new administration wishes to 
continue a very dose relationship 
with Israel." the U.S. ambassador 
said. 

At a closed meeting of the foreign 
affairs and defence committee. Mr. 
Rabin defended the Dec. 17 expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians. It was conde- 
mned by the United States and other 
members of the Security Council as a 
violation of international law. 

“Until now no American adminis- 
tration has allowed sanctions against 
the state of Israel. I hope this will 
continue,’* Mr. Rabin was quoted as 
raying by as official wbo briefed 
reporters. 

Despite the U.S. support. Irardi 
officials Were thrown onto the defen- 
sive by Dr. Ghaii's report. 

Israel mounted a campaign to stave 
off sanctions, trying to justify its 
action and seeking a delay in the 
convening of the Security Council. 
Arab and other countries, noting the 
use of force in Iraq, have called for 
enforcing aO U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Yaacobi told Israel Radio the 
Security Council could meet by 
Wedn e sday to consider its next step. 
But be said recommendations in Dr. 
Ghaii's report on three futile U.N. 
missions to Israel over the evictees 
were “open to fairly broad interpreta- 
tion." 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said 
(Co ntin u e d on page 5) 


Strike 

paralyses 

Sidon 

SIDON (AP) — A general strike 
crippled Sidon Tuesday during a 
protest against a crackdown on a 
local muitia that governed the 
dty since the outbreak of the 
1975-1990 civil war. 

Schools, shops, banks, 
businesses, cafes and cinemas 
were shuttered and traffic was 
down to a trickle in the provincial 
capital of South Lebanon, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

Fisherman folded their sails, 
leaving their boats idle in the 
harbour of the country’s third- 
Iargest dty. Only pharmacies and 
bakeries were exempt. 

The strike was the first con- 
fronting Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri’s half-Christian, half- 
Muslim government, which was 
formed Oct. 31 to try to lift 
Lebanon from the ravages of the 
dvil war. Sidon is Mr. Hariri’s 
hometown. 

The work stoppage was called 
Monday by Mustafa Saad, leader 
I of the leftist Nasserite organisa- 
tion. Weapons of the group’s 
2,000-strong Popular Liberation 
Army were seized in army raids 
Sunday night. 

The army command said troops 
confiscated dozens of military 
vehicles, wireless and telecom- 
munication systems, various 
types of machine-guns and rocket 
launchers and ammunition. 

Mr. Saad protested the crack- 
down. He said his militia was part 
of the resistance against Israel’s 
occupation of pan of South Leba- 
non and thus exduded from a 
government drive to disarm pri- 
vate armies that fought in the dvil 
war. 

Mr. Saad is the elder son and 
political heir of Maarouf Saad, 
the Sidon parliament deputy 
assassinated Feb. 26, 1975 as he 
led a fishermen’s revolt against a 
government attempt to monopol- 
ize the fishing industry.' 

Mr. Saad compared his Sunni 
Muslim organisation to the 
franian-backed Shiite Muslim 
Hizboliah, which is allowed to 
keep its arms because it is leading 
a guerrilla warfare against the 
Israeli -occupied enclave. 



His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday meets with Jordanian journalists (Petra photo) 

General election will be 
held on schedule — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein said Tuesday that 
he saw no reason why the next 
parliamentary elections should 
not be held on rime, and urged 
Jordanians to turn out in strength 
in the coming elections. 

“Now that democracy has been 
firmly established in the King- 
dom, it has become incumbent on 
every Jordanian citizen to take 
active part in shouldering nation- 
al responsibility.'* King Hussein 
was quoted by die Jordan News- 
Agency. Petra, as saying at a 
meeting with Jordanian journal- 
ists at the Royal Court. 

Referring to political parties, 
the King said: “Our Jordanian 
society is capable of yielding new 
potentials and responsible 
citizens capable of taking the 
initiative.’’ 

“Our basic and essential task.” 
the King said, “is to safeguard 
our Jordanian national unity and 
uphold and maintain coherence 


on the domestic front that should 
be firmly protected in the face of 
any danger.” 

“This is our task at a time when 
the world continues to witness 
regrettable manifestations of divi- 
rions, fragmentation and extrem- 
ism that reveal the magnitude of 
catastrophes resulting from the 
state of desperation, frustration 
and ignorance,” King Hussein 
said. 

King Hussein expressed his 
fear that “the Middle East re- 
gion would be exposed to further 
shocks resulting from the lack of 
justice and double standards — 
something that could trigger 
sectarian and ethnic conflicts 
which, should it happen, would 
have unimaginable consequ- 
ences.” 

King Hussein stressed that 
man's struggle to attain and pro- 
tect his dignity and freedom and 
his right to free expression was a 
continuous process and this his- 


tory always tends to move for- 
ward. 

“We have chosen the path of 
freedom, democracy and respect 
of human rights and sharing in 
the responsibility of drawing up 
the course in defence of right and 
freedom.” the King said. 

“We are going ahead along the 
road of life and future with deter- 
mination and resolve in order to 
enhance the opportunities for 
progress for our nation and oar 
country at a time when the world 
witnesses an absence of unified 
and objective criteria to deal with 
various problems.” he added. 

King Hussein emphasised the 
need “for the establishment of 
justice and comprehensive and 
sustainable peace acceptable to 
the coming generations — peace 
that can be maintained and de- 
fended.” 

Present at the meeting was 
Royal Court Chief Khaled AI 
Karaki and Minister of Informa- 
tion Mahmoud AI Sharif. 


Senate 

approves 

security 

law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
Tuesday approved the draft state 
security court law as it was refer- 
red to it from the Lower House. 

Discussion at the meeting cen- 
tred on articles nine and 1(> which 
allow the right of appeal usdnr: 
sentences passed by the "State 
Security Court. 

The Senate approved amend- 
ments introduced by the Lower 
House, stating that convicts of 
the State Security Court could 
appeal the verdict at the court of 
appeals in 30 days from the date 
of the ruling. 

The right of appeal had been 
one of the key demands local 
political activists as weii ns Arab 
and international human rights 
organisations as an essential ele- 
ment of a judiciary system which 
ensures fair trial. 

The draft law was passed by the 
Lower House Dec. 20. li nor.' 
needs endorsement by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein to be enacted. 

The Upper House also 
approved the 1990 econcmia 
crimes draft law after a lengthy 
debate and introducing several 
amendments to its articles. 

The Lower House of Pari re- 
nte nt win meet Wednesday morn- 
ing. 

The House will hear two re- 
plies by Minister of Interior 1 tv- 
dat AI Sboul and Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister Izzeddin 
AI Khatib to queries presented by 
deputies Hamza Mansour and 
Abdul Aziz Jaber as well as a 
proposal presented by 35 de- 
puties calling the government to 
postpone the implementation of a 
government decision designed to 

( Co u th— wi S) 


Saddam will stay, Iraq tells wor! 


Combined agency despatches 

IRAQ HAS launched a campaign 
to tell the world that Saddam 
Hnssein is here to stay and that 
the Clinton administration will 
have to do business with him. 

Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz told the U.S. television net- 
work CNN Monday that any 
attempt to remove the Iraqi presi- 
dent would be illegal ana futile. 

Iraq’s official press, taking up 
the argument Tuesday, said 
Washington would be heading 
down a dark tunnel if it insisted 
on overthrowing President Sad- 
dam. 

In a signed commentary the 
government newspaper AI 
Jumbouriyah reminded President 
Bill Clinton’s administration how 
former U.S. President George 
Bush had failed in what it called 
his “crazy pursuits” to get rid of 


President Saddam. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Les Aspic 
appeared to endorse the hard line of 
the Bush administration when be said 
Sunday he thought U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq would last as long as 
President Saddam stayed in power. 

AI Jumbouriyah reacted angrily. 
“Les Aspin's statement ... is disgust- 
ing and ridiculous.” 

“Once again the Pentagon's master 
confounds Security Council resolu- 
tions with Washington's frustrated 
aims,” it said. 

It said Mr. Bush had his “Skull 
smashed on the rock of Iraq's stead- 
fastness" and asked: “Wny does 
Aspin want to go down the same dark 
tunnel?" 

Mr. Aziz described Mr. Aspin's 
remarks as “belligerent and arrogant. 

“This should not be the objective 
of the new administration. It is illegal, 
it is futile and it simpppply didn't 
work,” Mr. Aziz said in the inter- 
view. 

AI Jumhouriyah said Iraqis should 
not expect too much from the Clinton 
administration. 


“It seems that deception and lies 
are the standard or .America's irrev- 
ersible path. There- is no difference 
between a democratic or republican 
ruler.” 

“Is there a word or phrase in the 
Security Council resolutions stipulat- 
ing a change of regime in Iraq?" AI 
jumhouriyah asked Mr. Aspin. “This 
Aspin wants to convince the whole 
world that there is no difference 
between the United States and the 
United Nations.” 

“The camp of evil and vice (the 
Gulf war coalition) is in a crisis and 
Aspin's statement is part of its sick 
symptoms.” 

There are no signs that President 
Saddam is losing his firm and direct 
grip on power despite Iraq's defeat in 
the Gulf war and more than two years 
of stringent U.N. sanctions imposed 
to punish Iraq for invading Kuwait in 
1990. 

The newspaper Babel, published 
by President Saddam's son Uday. 
poured scorn on Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak for suggesting Presi- 
dent Saddam step down for the good 


of his own people. 

“If the good of his peopte resit' 
mattered to him. he would have :o 
give up power.” Mr. Mubaral; told 
the German news magazine D;r 

Spiegel. 

“Did you ever hear a silly act of 
folly such as this?” Babel said. “He 
(Mubarak) has committed a mon- 
strous crime." 

Asked how long Iraq could stand 
the U.N. embargo- Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mahdi Saleh told a news 
conference Monday: “The president 
said two years ago Iraq withstand 
sanctions for 20 years." 

The trade and travel embargo of 
Iraq mil continue, the U.N. Security 
Council announced. after a U.N. 
weapons expert pressed Baghdad for 
the names of other companies who 
supplied material to bufld Iraq's nuc- 
lear weapons programme. 

The Security Council decision was 
made late Monday in New Yori;. 
after the council conducted a periodic 
60-day review of the sanctions tnt- 

fContinned on page 5) 


WHO appeals for funds 
to fight Sudanese parasite 


U.S. seen to deepen 
Somalia involvement 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Tuesday said up to 
400,000 people in southern Sudan 
are at risk from a killer parasite 
that has already claimed an esti- 
mated 40,000 lives. 

The health agency described 
the current outbreak of the 
sandfiy-borne infection as “one 
of the largest epidemics of the 
deadly disease in recorded his- 
tory.” 

The victims are in an area in 
southern Sudan virtually innac- 
cessiWe to relief workers because 
of the civil war. U.N. officials 
reached one of the worst-hit 
places, Parayang, last week for 
the first time since fighting 
erupted in 1983 between govern- 
ment forces and rebels. 

If left untreated, all patients 
with dinical symptoms of the 
disease, called kala azar or leish- 
maniasis, die. 

“In normal times, this -disease 
affects only~a limited and stable 
population,” a WHO statement 
said. “The devastation caused by 
war, famine and displacements 
have created the preconditions 
for an epidemic.” 

WHO appealed for $1 million 
to buy drugs, disposable syringes 


and basic diagnosis equipment. 
The U.N. agency says it is too 
dangerous to have its own staff in 
the area but wants the money to 
support efforts of the charity 
Medians sans Frontiers (Doctors 
Without Borders). 

The U.N., Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in Nairobi last Friday 
said the disease carried by sand- 
flies had killed 60,000 in southern 
Sudan, cut off by civil war from 
outside medical help. 

“The main problem is to get 
the drugs we’ve got to the 
epidemic,” Dr.‘ Robert Walgate 
of WHO’s tropical diseases prog- 
ramme told Reuters. “That is 
largely a financial problem, but it 
actually costs very little. Logistics 
are tough, too." 

Kala azar is spread by parasite- 
infected sandflies living in Acacia 
forests along flooded rivers. The 
disease destroys the body's im- 
mune system. 

“Between 300,000 and 400.000 
persons in southern Sudan are 
currently at risk of infection by 
leishmaniasis, also known as kala 
azar. In what experts at the WHO 
consider to be one of the largest 
epidemics of the deadly disease in 
recorded history.” the WHO 
said. 


MOGADISHU (AP) — A U.S. 
Marine died Tuesday after being 
shot on night patrol, as the U.S. 
military appeared to be deepen- 
ing its involvement in this lawless 
country by acting as a national 
police force. 

The soldier, hit in the capital's 
dangerous northern sector just 
before midnight Monday, was the 
second Marine and the third 
American killed in Somalia since 
American forces landed in the 
country Dec. 9. 

■ Eight Somalis were killed Mon- 
day as U.S. helicopter gunships 
and Belgian troops blasted a clan 
militia with rocket and cannon 
fire near the southern port of 
Kismayu in an effort to stop its 
advance and enforce a ceasefire, 
said Farouk Mawlawi, a spokes- 
man for the United Nations. 

They destroyed seven vehicles, 
several artillery pieces and 
wounded at least 40 Somalis, 
U.S. sources said. No allied 
casualties were reported. 

General Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed, Somalia’s dominant war- 
lord, on Tuesday thanked the 
United States for the attack on 
forces loyal to ousted dictator 
Mohammad Stad Bane and led 
by a warlord known as Gen. 


Morgan. 

“I believe that Morgan wiE 
never think about coming back to 
Somalia.” Gen. Aideed told c.n 
applauding crowd at a rally to 
mark the second anniversary pi 
Mr. Siad Barre’s ouster. He sa : .c 
Gen. Morgan’s forces were 
pushed to the Kenyan border. 

American and allied troops 
from 21 other countries are pro- 
viding in the midst of clan warfare 
and widespread banditry. At least 
350,000 Somalis have died. 

But the troops are increasingly 
gping beyond their original mis- 
sion and critics say the U.S. risks 
getting bogged down in the coun- 
try’s dvil war. 

Earlier this month, U.S. milit- 
ary spokesmen said they hoped to 
turn over control of their mercy 
mision to the United Nations by 
month’s end. 

But U.N. officials 3re in no 
hurry. They want the U.S.-fed 
allied force to make the famine- 
wracked country safer first. 

Mr. Mawlawi denied a U.S. 
accusation the U.N. Security 
Council was dragging its feet on a 
resolution to hand over power. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Yeltsin criticises U.S. 
policy on Iraq, Yugoslavia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, under 
mounting pressure from hardlin- 
ers. chided the United States 
Monday for trying to “dictate 
■Terms’* *to Iraq "and Yugoslavia. 

The statement followed a chor- 
us of accusations in the Russian 
press and parliament that Mr. 
Yeltsin was abandoning longtime 
Soviet allies in Iraq and fellow 
Slavs in Serbia. 

Although Moscow has backed 
United Nations resolutions 
against Iraq and Serbia, its sup- 
port is eroding under pressure 
from hardliners and Russian 
nationalists. They have portrayed 
Mr. Yeltsin as a patsy of the 
United States. 

Mr. Yeltsin said at a Kremlin 
news conference he had noted “a 
tendency on the side of the Un- 
ited States to dictate its terms” to 
both Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein and Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic. 

“We have had a difference of 
opinion over Yugoslavia with the 
U.S..” he said. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Vita- 
ly Churkin said Monday that Rus- 
sia would ask the United Nations 
to impose sanctions against 
Croatia unless it halted its offen- 
sive against Serbs. 

The United States and other 
Western powers have held Serbia 
primarily responsible for the con- 
tinued warfare in Yugoslavia. 

But a Russian Foreign Ministry 
statement called the Croatian 
offensive “a very ill-conceived 
step” and part of “a chain of 
violations'* of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

Mr. Yeltsin's gentle criticism of 
U.S. policy towards Iraq 
appeared aimed at former Presi- 
dent George Bush rather than the 
newly-inaugurated Bill Clinton. 

“We think that there needs to 
be political dialogue with Iraq 
and its government .** Mr. Yeltsin 
said. “It seems to me Clinton is 
more inclined to carry out just 
that sort of policy.” 

To balance his alleged tilt to- 
wards the West. Mr. Yeltsin vi- 
sited China in December and will 
fly to India Wednesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the former 
Soviet Union had viewed India as 
a "card” to be played against its 
great rivals. America and China. 

Today, he said, “we want heal- 
thy. mutually beneficial relations 
that do not detrimentally affect 
any third country. We do not 
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Boris Yeltsin 

want an axis, triangles or blocs, 
we do not wish for an alliance 
with India to the detriment of 
other countries. 

“I would call this policy the 
specialty of the new Russia.” 

Separately, Yeltsin's foreign 
minister indicated Russia was not 
making any major shift in its 
foreign policy. Andrei Kozyrev 
told reporters earlier in the day 
that the “aggressive nadonalism” 
seen in Yugoslavia was as danger- 
ous as the cold war. 

On Sunday, an extreme Rus- 
sian Nationalist Party sent 10 
volunteers, wearing blue uni- 
forms and shiny black holsters, to 
fight alongside Iraqi forces in 
Iraq. Mr. Kozyrev denounced the 
private expedition as a “foolhar- 
dy escapade.” 

Still, support for Iraq appears 
to be growing in Russia. 

“Ten years ago, the Soviet 
Union would have slopped this 
war very quickly — it would have 
sold good anti-aircraft missiles 
and fighters to Iraq. That would 
have been the Soviet contribution 
to the common cause of peace,” 
the hardline newspaper Literatur- 
naya Rossi ya said in a pro-Iraq 
commentary Saturday. 

Last week. Russia issued a 
diplomatic note demanding that 
the United States and other allied 
powers seek explicit approval 
from the U.N. Security Council 
before launching further attacks 
against Iraq. 

Russia's Foreign Ministry said 
in the note that Iraq was to blame 
for failing to comply with U.N. 
resolutions, but stressed that 
allied reaction to Iraqi actions 
“must be appropriate" and 


“proceed only from (U.N.) de- 
cisions.” 

Unease grows in Turkey 

Opposition in Ankara to raids 
against Iraq by the U.S.-led coali- 
tion force based in Turkey is 
growing, with the government 
facing a censure motion and a 
survey Monday demonstrating 
strong dissent. 

An opinion poll conducted by 
the Ankara-based Turkish Daily 
News, an English-language paper, 
said 81 per cent of respondents 
did not approve the use of Indrlik 
Air Base for raids in northern 
Iraq. 

The poll of 4,000 people in the 
country's live biggest cities also 
showed that 68.8 per cent gener- 
ally opposed the strikes. Howev- 
er, 61 per cent said they did not 
consider Iraq friendly to Turkey. 

The government next week will 
be forced to defend its permission 
to use Indrlik during a censure 
motion debate in parliament. 
Opposition parties , put the mo- 
tion forward last week. It is not 
expected to pass. 

The southern air base has har- 
boured a Western air force pro- 
tecting the Iraqi Kurds since the 
end of the Gulf war. Hie opposi- 
tion parties charge the coalition's 
mission is limited to defending 
the Iraqi Kurds. 

Coalition warplanes* have got 
involved in skirmishes with Iraqi 
planes and anti-aircraft defence 
in northern Iraq during the latest 
tension between the United 
States and Iraq. 

The Turkish government said 
the coalition planes were tiring on 
Iraqi warplanes and anti-aircraft 
defence in northern Iraq “in self- 
defence.” 

The triumphant atmosphere 
when Turkey joined the Gulf war 
coalition two years ago no longer 
holds. 

Turkey criticised the West for 
having a double-standard 
by remaining aloof to the plight 
of Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovma. 

Opposition to the coalition 
force also stems from a feeling 
that the presence of the foreign 
troops encourages the Iraqi 
Kurds to consolidate their self- 
rule. Turkish politicians fear that 
a de facto or truly independent 
Kurdish state in northern Iraq 
will fuel separatism among its 
own restive Turkish Kurds. 


Rafsanjani: 

Iran needs 

strong 

military 


! NICOSIA (R) — Iran should 
keep a strong military to deter its 
enemies. President Akbar Hashc- 
mi Rafsanjani said Monday. 

Some Arab and Western coun- 
tries have voiced concern about 
Iran’s recent arms purchases, in- 
cluding a submarine from Russia 
which arrived in the Gulf in 
November. 

But Tehran rejects charges of 
militarism, saying it spends much 
less on weapons than its Arab 
neighbours. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, in a speech at l 
the headquarters of the Islamic | 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, 
said Iran should equip itself with , 
“modem military hardware,” 
Iran’s IRNA news agency said. 

“Our enemies will let us alone > 
only when they realise that we I 
remain powerful and would stand ■ 
up to them as a serious and 
superior force,” Tehran Radio j 
quoted him as saying. 

“No revolution has had as 
many enemies as ours because we 
are harbingers of justice and 
equality on the international 
scene and they see us as a big 
obstacle for dieir illegitimate in- 
terests,” he said. 

Iran has allocated $850 million 
to spend on its armed forces — 
the Guards Corps and the regular 
army — in the proposed budget 
for the year starting March 21 
which is currently being debated 
in the Majlis (parliament). 

Iran, Turkey discuss security 

Turkish and Iranian interior 
ministers started talks in Ankara 
Monday, aiming to cooperate in 
preventing terrorism and drugs 
smuggling, officials said. 

Iranian Interior Minister 
Abdollah Noun, who arrived in 
Ankara Monday for a four-day 
visit, had talks with his Turkish 
counterpart Ismet Sezgin, they 
said. 

“Important steps have been 
taken during Mr. Sezgin's visit (in 
September) to Tehran in terms of 
cooperation,” Mr. Nouri told re- 
porters before meeting Mr. Sez- 
gin. "We can cooperate in ...the 
prevention of drugs smuggling, in 
intelligence matters.” 

Mr. Nouri said Turkey and 
Iran could work together' to give 
“the necessary message to com- 
mon enemies." 


Islamic Jihad chief 
vows attacks on Israel 


Juba still hungry but conditions improving 


By Mohammad Osman 

The Associated Press 

JUBA — The children are 
still hungry. 

Their swollen bellies, prot- 
ruding out of their otherwise 
emaciated bodies, and their 
dazed eyes are testimony of 
how Sudan's 1 0-year-old civil 
war continues to ravage this 
besieged southern capital. 

Of Juba's 400.000 inhabi- 
tants, more than 80 per cent 
depend on relief food. A 
five-month lull from rebel 
shelling has opened the way 
for relief planes to fly in, but 
high transportation costs 
mean that the town still only 
gets one third of its food 
needs. 

"Juba needs between 
30.000 to 40,000 tonnes of 
relief annually, and it is only 
getting 10.000 tonnes.” said 
Jackson Tokwiny. acting 
head of the government's Re- 
lief and Rehabilitation Com- 
mission. He told a group of 
reporters on a two-day trip to 
Juba organised by the In- 
formation Ministry that the 
food situation i« “dire.” 

Juba is l ,2i.- ,r..-..:r_ 

south of Sudan's capita! of 
Khartoum. It has been be- 
sieced bv the rebel Sudan 


People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) since thfc mid-1980s. 
The rebels took up arms 
against the government in 
1983. demanding more 
autonomy and administrative 
and economic reforms for the 
south. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
civilians have died from the 
fighting and famine in south- 
ern Sudan because both the 
government and the rebels 
use food as a weapon. But 
Sudanese have received 
much less aid and interna- 
tional attention than neigh- 
bouring Somalia and 
Ethiopia which have been 
afflicted by similar situations. 

One tonne of relief food 
costs S550 to fly in from 
Entebbe in Uganda. $660 
from Khartoum and $750 
from Nairobi. Kenya, said 
William Mogga, director of 
Cart, a consortium of 10 in- 
ternational relief organisa- 
tions. Southern Sudan's main ' 
food donor is the United 
Nations World Food Prog- 
ramme. which In turn is fi- 
nanced by Western dona- 
tions. 

Sudan's military leader. 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir, has 
said that the food for the 
needy people in southern 


Sudan is available but has 
urged Western donors to pro- 
vide means for its air trans- 
portation. 

Mr. Mogga said that the 
shortage of fends to fly in the 
relief food had forced Cart to 
cut down rations from 400 
grammes daily per person to 
200 grammes. He said there 
were only enough food sup- 
plies to last for two to five 
weeks. 

The half-ration distribu- 
tions are usually carried out 
twice a month, but the shor- 
tage of supplies sometimes 
forces Cart to have a “silent 
week.” That means distribu- 
tions are skipped because 
there is not enough to go 
around, and giving only a few 
could cause riots. 

“This difficult situation has 
affected mostly the vulner- 
able groups, children under 
'five, pregnant women and 
breastfeeding monthers.” 
says Joseph Abwoch Domi- 
nic of the French relief orga- 
nisation International Action 
Against Famine. 

There are 104 feeding cen- 
tres for children in Juba, 
heiping 32,000 children. Offi- 
cial figures show that 23.000 
of them are malnourished. 

At one of the centres nin 


by Internationa! Action 
Against Famine, dozens of 
malnourished children with 
swollen bellies, orange- 
tinged hair and moist eyes 
waited patiently for their dai- 
ly meal of milk and Unimix. a 
high protein and calorie por- 
ridge. 

Despite the food shor- 
tages, the situation in Juba is 
much improved from the 
summer months of June and 
July when concentrated rebel 
shelling of the town killed 
scores of civilians and stop- 
ped relief flights for weeks. 

Gassim Bamaba. acting 
governor of the southern 
Equatoria region, said that 
the army had forced away the 
rebels and secured Juba and 
the surrounding countryside. 
He said infighting among the 
rebels had also weakened the 
siege around Juba. 

This relative security has 
enabled some of the people 
to venture out of the town to 
collect wood and even culti- 
vate small pieces of land. 
After huddling in. the city 
centre to escape the shelling, 
they have . returned to the 
town’s peripheries and with 
the help of the government 
are rebuilding their tukuls. or 
small African huts. 


By Suleiman Al KkaUdi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — The head of a mili- 
tant Islamic group who claims 
around 40 of his men are among 
Palestinian evictees stranded in 
South Lebanon said Tuesday the 
group would escalate armed 
attacks on the Jewish state. 

Sheikh As’ad Bayoud Al Tami- 
mi, the spiritual leader of the 
Islamic Jihad-Beit Al Maqdis 
group founded in 1980, told Reu- 
ters the expulsions on Dec. 17 
had helped boost radical Muslim 
groups who are against Arab-- 
Israeli peace talks. 

“Our response to the (expul- 
sions) is to promote Jihad (Isla- 
mic holy war) and to continue to 
develop our means of armed 
struggle (against Israel),” the 
elderly Muslim cleric, fingering 
his long white beard, said in an 
interview at his home in Amman. 

Israel banished the 415 Palesti- 
nians to South Lebanon on the 
grounds that they supported the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad. 

It blamed the two groups for a 
surge in anti-Israeli violence in 
the occupied territories, including 
the killing of six Israeli soldiers , 
last month. 

Sheikh Tamimi, himself an ex- 
pellee from the West Bank town 
of Hebron, said a further growth 
in the popularity of Islamic poli- 
tical radicalism hinged on now 
actively they fought Israel. 

He said their hardline stand 
was eclipsing the moderate secu- 
lar Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), which felly back- 
ed the 15-month-old Middle East 
peace process. 

“The more you attack Jews the 
more you gain in popular sup- 
port,” said Sheikh Tamimi, 
whose group has claimed respon- 
sibility for stabbing many Israelis 
and for a bus attack in Egypt 
which killed nine Israelis in 1990. 

“Secular political activity has 
failed ...the moment has come for 
the wave of Islam which must 
inevitably sweep the PLO and the 


Palestinian street,” he added. 

“The PLO tries to halt this 
trend but in the end it will have to 
follow the path or be swept aside. 
In die end die Islamic trend will 
prevail and Israel will wither.” 

Sheikh Tamimi’s faction added 
the Beit Al Maqdis tag to disting- 
uish itself from pro-Iranian Jihad 
groups who held Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon and from other 
splinter groups like Fathi Shu Ira- 
ki's Tehran-backed Jihad faction, 
which is based id Syria. 

Sheikh Tamimi lashed ont at 
die United Nations for foiling to 
make Israel comply with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799. 
which demanded it take back the 
evictees. 

“Nothing will come of the 
efforts to get back the (expellees) 
...there is no United Nations, 
only America...” 

Israel has refused to comply 
with the resolution but allowed a 
British military helicopter to fly 
out 17 expellees Saturday. Two 
were allowed to leave on Jan. 9. 

• “The longer the (expellees) 
stay in worsening conditions the 
more God's wrath will increase 
on. the Jews, and America," 
Sheikh Tamimi said. 

Sheikh Tamimi said the main 
lesson Palestinian groups active 
in anti-Israeli resistance should 
learn from the expulsions is to 
keep a low profile and to work 
clandestinely like his group. 

“We do not participate in any 
local elections inside Palestine 
...a main lesson drawn, from the 
(expulsions) is the need for total 
secrecy,” added the 68-year-okJ 
sheikh, who is a member of the 
Palestine National Council. 

The PLO has withdrawn 
Palestinian delegates from the 
peace talks until a solution for the 
expellees is found — a key de- 
mand of all hardline Palestinian 
groups including Sheikh Tami- 
mi’s. 

“The (expulsion) influenced 
the peace process itself. The 
optimists’ positions inside the 
Palestinian leadership have 
weakened." he said. 


Head of Iraqi parliament 
energy panel visits Cuba 


HAVANA, Cuba (R) — The 
head of the Iraqi parliament's 
commission of oil, energy and 
minerals is visiting Cuba as part 
of a Latin American tour includ- 
ing trips to Mexico and Vene- 
zuela, the Iraqi embassy said 
Monday. 

A spokeswoman for the Hava- 
na embassy told Reuters that 
Abdul Ibrahim Al Hadhithy was 
leading a delegation that included 
a senior Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
official and a member of the 
parliament's Commission for In- 
ternational Relations. 

Cuba maintains what Cuban 
officials call “friendly" relations 
with Iraq and the government has 
condemned the most recent U.S. 
attacks against the Gulf country. 

The visiting Iraqi delegation 
had been received by vice- 
president of Cuba's National 
Assembly Zoila Benitez. But the 
embassy spokeswoman declined 
to say what other meetings the 
Iraqis would have. 

She said the delegation had 
visited a bio-technological centre 
but could give no details of the 
rest of the programme. The 
Cuban workers’ weekly Trabaja- 
dores said the Iraqis would visit 
economic, scientific and cultural 
centres. 

Cuba is suffering severe energy 
shortages because of the collapse 
of oil imports previously received 
through a preferential agreement 
with the former Soviet Union. 

Cuban officials, citing the Un- 
ited Nations-imposed embargo 
against Iraq, have said there is 
currently no trade between Cuba 
and the Gulf states. 

Zahawi in Pakistan 

A visiting Iraqi official said 
Monday his country would comp- 


ly with; all U.N. Gulf war cease- - 
fire rotations but -accused' die 
United "Slates of political motiva- 
tions for this month’s air attacks. 

“The United States wants to 
achieve political objectives which 
are-not mentioned in the security 
council resolutions,'* Wissam AJ 
Zahawi, an adviser to the Iraqi 
foreign minister, told a new con- 
ference. 

Mr. Zahawi is visiting Pakistan 
at the start of a tour to five 
countries recently elected to the 
U.N. Security Council. He said 
bis trip was meant to assure them 
that Baghdad had "no intention 
of violating or challenging the 
...resolutions though we have a 
difference of opinion over them.” 

Iran sentences 
German to death 
for ‘spying’ 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has sent- 
enced a German man to death for 
spying for Iraq, Prosecutor- 
General Abolfezi Mousavi Tabri- 
zi was quoted as raying on Tues- 
day. 

“This person, who was arrested 
in 1991, has been tried and sent- 
enced to death,” Kayhan news- 
paper quoted Mr. Mousavi Tabri- 
zi as raying. He said the man was 
named Helmut but gave no other 
details. 

German diplomats were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

Mr. Mousavi Tabrizi said Die- 
ter Pfersch, another German held 
since August in a separate case 
for fraud and foreign exchange 
violations, would be tried soon. 


MIDDLE east news in brief 

Rabin gets phone threats; police alert 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Police have stepped up patrobhear Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s house following two telephone thread 
to assassinate him, a police spokesman said Tuesday. Thwhrpato 
were telephoned to the guard post outside Mr. Rabin s ijMMjte m 
West' Jerusalem’s Rehavia quarter Monday, pohres^jfofiot 
said there were two callers and that it was "not clear" wtocoKr 
they were Jews or Arabs. The Maariv daily said the tails esane a! 1- 
•and 2 pan. Monday. The first time the caller said, wffl bom b 

and destroy Rabin," the newspaper said. The second tune the 
I guard beard a threat saying, “tell Rabin we will btow fem mand 
hewfll get a bullet in his head,” it added. Mr. Rabm, 70, arain« 
general, ' was elected prune minister in June a s head qf the . 
left-leaning Labour Party. He also served as prune minister m the 
1 mid-1970s. 

Iranian MP, Egyptian diplomat discuss tie# 

NICOSIA (R) — A senior member of Iran's parliament jmet 
Egypt’s top diplomat in Tehran Monday and said he hoped ferae 
relations between the two countries would improve, Iran's IRNa 
news agency reported. Mahmood Mohammad Farag, head erf 
Egypt's interests section in Tehran, told Saeed Rajaei Khorasam 
that Cairo was ready to expand trade; tourism and other ties with 
Iran, IRNA said. Mr. Khosani, a member of the Majras 
(parliament) Foreign Affairs Commssaon r criticised Cairo's p€ax 
with Israel and its stance over the Palestinian issue but hoped 
Iran-Egypt relations, cut since 1979, would improve, the agency 
said. Mr. Khorasani was the first senior Iranian official to call fbr. 
resumption of ties with Egypt last year, drawing attacks fronr 
hardline newspapers. Iranian officials and media have stepped up 
verbal attacks on Cairo in response to Egyptian charges that 
Tehran foments Muslim militant unrest in Arab countries. ' 

Dropping Turkish TV station sparks row 

BONN (R) — German cable television officials have sparkeffa 
row by dropping a Turkish-language station in favour of one.in . 
German. TRT public television, which was broadcast by satellite 
to Germany from Turkey, Monday accused .southwestern 
Rhineland-Palatinate state of discriminating against Germany^ 
Turkish population by dropping its service. “We consider this 
method of proceeding to be discriminatory, out of proportion and 
unfortunate at a time of escalating hatred of foreigners,'' Zafer - 
Igar, TRTs European agent, told Reuters by telephone. “Offi- 
cially, the Germans say they are for tolerance. But under tberr 
breath they seem to be saying, ‘let's take advantage of the Turks, 
they cannot defend, themselves,”' he said. Peter Behrentf, 
spokesman for the state media regulators who oversee die cable 
network, said a boom in new television stations bad forced them 
to drop TRT — the Turkish service was one of over 40 stations 
vying ror.27 slots in the cable network. He cited a stale law that 
gives German-language programmes priority over foreign ones. 

Mayor asked to resign over anti-semitic letter = 

MAINZ, Germany (AP) — A small-town mayor in western 
Germany, who wrote to the nation's top Jewish leader to say be 
was glad be had no Jews in his community, has been asked to 
resign. Franz-Dieter Schlagkamp, mayor of Senhehn in the 
western state of Rhineland-Palatinate, recently wrote a letter to 
Ignatz Bubis, leader of the Jewish c o m mun ity in Germany. In the 
letter, Mr. Schlagkamp said he was glad he did not have any Jews 
“to disturb the peace” in 'his community. 'The mayor has since 
apologised to Mr. Bubis, in another letter. But Walter Zuber, 
interior minister of Rhineland-Palatinate, said the apology was 
not enough, and urged the mayor to rtsign. “With one apology 
this letter cannot disappear from the world," Mr. Zuber said. ”A 
mayor who is happy that no Jews live In his community cannot 
bold a public office,” raid Michael Henke, a state lawmaker from 
die leftist Greens Party. Mr. Schlagkamp is also the subject of an 
internal probe by the district administration. Jewish leaders have 
expressed concern over growing anti-Semitism in Germany*, 
which has been coupled with a wave of anti-fofei&ier violence'. 
Jewish cemeteries mid monuments have been vandalised in the 
past few months. 

Egypt and Algeria hold military talks 

ALGIERS (R) — Egyptian General Mohammad Al Maghnaouii 
beading a military delegation to Algeria, has held mdhary 
cooperation talks with Defence Minister Kbaled Nezzar and 
senior armed forces officers, the defence ministry said. The 
genera], armaments director for the Egyptian forces, met Gen; 
Nezzar, Algerian Army Chief of Staff Abdul Malek Guenaizia; 
and other officers Monday, said a ministry statement quoted by 
Algerian radio Tuesday. Gen. Nezzar is also a member of 
Algeria's five-man presidency. Cairo and Algiers are both battling 
Muslim fundamentalism blamed for attacks on tourists in Egypt 
and on Algerian security forces. 

Tunisian founding figure dies 

TUNIS (AP) — - Former Tunisian Prime Minister Hcdi Nouri 
died Monday following a long iDness, the official television 
announced. He was 82. Mr. Nouira, who retired from politics in 
February 1980 following a debilitating heart attack, had headed 
the government 'for a decade beginning in 1970, as. the country's 
second prime minister. He had earlier served as finance minister 
in the government of Prime Minister Bahi Ladgham after 
Tunisian independence from France in 19S6 and was the first 
governor of the Central Bank of Tonisia. Bom in April 1911, in 
Monastir, the hometown of former President Habib Boorguiba; 
Mr. Nouira was trained as a lawyer. He launched his political- 
career with Mr. Bourguiba, helping found the Neo-Destour Party 
in 1934, which campaigned for Tunisian, independence. Mr.- 
Nouira was its Paris Representative. Mr. Bourguiba, who reigned 
for three decades like a monarch, was ousted m a bloodless coup 
Nov. 7, 1987 by then interior minister. President Zine Al Abkfine 
Ben Ali. There was no information available on Mr. Noirira's 
survivors or funeral plans. 
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St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Anon Delation Tel 
*0 7440. 

De b SaOr Church Tel. 661757 
Tcmsanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annuudatloa Tel. 
623541. 


AurGgou Chard* Td. 63(1851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenia* Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amu luierua Usual Church Td. 
085326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
81 1295. 

The Chard* of Jesus Christ of Latter. 
Day Safaris Td 823X24. 654932. 
Chord* of the Na zartnc Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A warm and wci (rant will affect 
Jordan Wednesday. Therefore, ckaub 
will increase eratfunlly and there wiil 
he a chance tor scattered showers of 
nin. Winds will he westerly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MmJMu. temp. 

Amman 2/15 

Aqaba 8/20 

Deserts 2 / 16 

Jordan Valley 7/19 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am. 
man 16. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 22 per cent. Aqaba 45 per 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Mannaa 741444 

Dr. MuLhlcs Hahsa 819220 

Dr. Mohammad Sftuqair 652693 

Dr. Anfal Al Ashhah 6K3VK9 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aseraa pharmacy 637U55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 

Nuraujl* pharmacy 623672 

bfajib pharmacy 847632 


MUD: 

Dr. Akram Al Momani . 
Al Ouds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Awad 

Kbalifcli pharmacy 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637(|| 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pota 192. 621 It 1.637777 

Rre Brigade H9I22H 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pol ice 8434(12 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dcpuuncnt 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Com plain is X97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 78711! 

Telephone Information 

(tfircctory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdtt Telephone Repairs 6611 01 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 68(1100 


Electric Power 
Company ..... 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafitfi Maternity. J.Anui... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Anrn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MalhasJ. Amman 636140 

ftrieoinc. Shmcnani 664171/4 

Shtndsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muoshcc Hospital 6672Z7A! 

The Islamic. AMaO 666127/37 

AJ-Ahh, AbdaH 664164* 

Italian, At-Mahajreeo 777101/3 

AWBadrir.J- Aihraflcb ..... 775111/26 

Army. Marks WJ6II/IS 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224060 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 


... 815615 

IbnSkiaHtepita] 

(09)986732 


Al Hftma Modem Hospital 

...(09 WWW 

...636381 

mo: 


08-532IU 

Prioress Basra Hospital 

...{02)213555 

08-5320(1 

■ Greek Cadwli: Hospital 

(02)272275 


taAINafcaHtapild 

AQABA: 

(02)247100 


Prams Maya Hospital . — 

-.(0313141 II 


FOB THE TRAVELLER * 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information k supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at (lie Oaeen Alia Inter n a t io n al 
Airport TA (08)53200-5, where it 
shook! always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

6 fe68 — - Aden (RJ) 

68:45 Dubai. Abu DhaM(RJ) 

09*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

6*60 Aden (RJ) 


IMH Larnaca(RJ) 

Ifc35 London (RJ) 

Ifc45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

!6sS5 Istanbul (RJ) 

1740 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I7J9 Brussels. Pbra (RJ) 

1846 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

UtAS Romc(RJ) 

SriS ...................... Damascus (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


65*5 Dubai (AZ). 

67:15 Karachi (PI) 

0935 Cairo (MS) 

Mfc36 - Jeddah (SU) 

16:30 Sanaa (I Y) 

1AM Damascus (Pf) 

ttlt ... Paris. Damascus (AF) 

1*36 Vienna. Lamaca (OS) 

BhSI Beirut (ME) 


Royori Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

0fc3# Rome (RJ) 


0936 „ 

UtelS .. 
IU66 .. 
11:16 .. 
11=36 .. 
I9-J0 „ 
19*5 .. 
2646 .. 
20:15 - 
28*5 m 
21:36 .. 
23*5 .. 


Bertin, London (RJ) 

........ Tunis, C a sablan c a (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

. Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
............... Colombo (RJ) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

Riyadh I RJ) 

New Doni (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) - 

Catena. Bangkok' (RJ) 
— Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Right* (Terminal 2). 


RomcfAZr 

■ — Damascus (PI) ’ 

«15 Barm (ME) 

was- Cabo (MS) 

11-J6 SaraatrY) 

Jeddah BU>. 

Karachi (PI) 


Mppeptarer prise , 
Apple .... — 


Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucuotbcn (kttoo j 

Cucumbers (small 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 


Marrow feuadg 

Mini * . 

9””° ffiy) ■ — • — 

On*on (green) 


ftppcrflwtj 

Jqppwftw*!) 
rotato.... 

Tomato 


,■700/700’ 
640/600 
- 650/490- 
. 160/100- 
.250/1® 
i' 2RV US '• 
. 150/® 
300 / 2®- 
320/220 
650/550- 
. r I8tyj20 ; 

270/ 200 - 
. 200/400. 
'440/380 



210/ WO 
.240/180: 
400/WL: 

, 380/280 
1807120 
. 250/2® 
.V 430/60 
24V ISO 





JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1993 


si^Lpcal firms to build Jordan relies less on guest nurses 

‘^-banking institute . 


..AMMAN (J-T.) — The Centra] 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Tuesday, 
granted two local companies con- 
tracts to establish the new premis- 
^es of the Jordan institute for 
Basking Studies (JIBS) in the 
f district of TIaa Ai Ah' in western 
Amman at a cost JD 1,432,948. 

• The institute, which is cuqrent- 
’’ly housed in a building adjacent 
'.to the CBJ in downtown Amman, 
"will be erected on an eight 

• dunimn plot and will occupy 
n 4,000 square metres of space, 

• according to the provisions of the 
,J contract signed by CBJ Governor 
s Mohammad Saeed Nabutsi. 

Institute Director, Adib Had- 
dad said the Haddadin Engineer- 


ing and Contracting Company 
will construct the new building 
and a local engineering company 
will supervise die implementation 
of the project. 

Students at the institute most 
complete a two-year course to. 
obtain a diploma in finance and 
banking studies, which makes 
them eligible for employment in 
Jordanian banks, he said. 

Dr. Haddad said the institute, 
which initially began by offering 
afternoon courses, . now offers 
morning courses as well to cope 
with the growing number' of stu- 
dents. 

The institute^' diploma is 
accredited by the Ministry- of 
Higher Education. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

i. ■ *■ • . 

•} King endorses Talhouni ambassadorship 

j “ AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Tuesday 
i- endorsing the Cabinet appointment of Adnan Talhouni as 
-- ; I . Jordan’s ambassador to Mauritania. Mr. Talhonni also serves as 
'• - Jordan's ambassador to Morocco. 

■!: Jordan attends high-tech meeting in Italy 

I AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of Ministers announced 
. ! Tuesday that Jordan will take part in a meeting to be held in the 

Italian city of Bari on Jan. 28, dealing with industry and modem 

• technology transfer. Director General of the Jordanian Invest- 
• \ ! meats Corporation (JIC) will attend the meeting, which is 
- •• ; ; organised by the European Community. 

; Husseini to address European Parliament 

k - AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the steering committee for the 
: v • Palestinian Delegation to the Arab-Israeli peace negotiations 

c- ‘ 1 Faisal Husseini left Amman for Brussels Tuesday to address the 
1 European Parliament. He said he would urge the European 
nations to exert serious efforts towards forcing Israel to return the 
; ' 396 Palestinians expelled to southern Lebanon a month ago. Mr. 

■ Husseini arrived in Amman from the West Bank Monday 
" i • evening. 

■ German envoy visits University of Jordan 

”\’. AMMAN (Petra) — German ambassador to Jordan Heirich 
Reiners visited the University of Jordan Tuesday and met ir*- 
president Fawzi Gharaibeh. Discussions covered cooperatioi 
iCf ■ between German institutes and the University of Jordan. 

. Environmentalists plan awareness seminar 

c ’ ; NORTH SHUNEH — Jordan Valley (Petra) — The Jordanian 
Society for the Prevention of Environmental Pollution plans to 

• ' organise a two-day programme here early next month to help 
' spread* awareness among the public on the need for protecting the 
; environment. The society said seminars, films and other activities 

V and exhibitions ;^ill. be hel^^,j^e 7 pouise.of,JJje_-jjyent...,. 

• AusW'ian pta^ m^es^miergency landing [ | 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Austrian airliner made an emergency 
landing at the Queen Alia International Airport Tuesday while on 
. a scheduled flight to Syria. An airport statement said the Austrian 
plane could not land in Damascus because of dense fog in the 
\ i early hours of the day. 

Tourism delegation exhibits Jordan in Spain 

■ AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the Ministry of 
Tourism anu Jordan's tourism sector left for Madrid Tuesday to 
take part in an international tourism exposition. The Jordanian 

• pavilion at the nine-day event will portray Jordan's culture and 
history via displays of its tourist attractions, handicrafts, national 

-I . costumes, posters and other items. The ministry said one of the 
. • objectives of participating is to attract tourism to the Kingdom. 

1 New book on Muslims in former USSR 

■ ; f AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) has 
- ’ published a book in English about Muslims in the former Soviet 
"I Union. The book by Fakhreddin Daghestani and Mohammad 
; ; Amireta, reviews the history of the Islamic Republics in the 
former Soviet Union, their languages, population distribution and 
scientific progress. 

■ 120,000 olive trees planted in Zarqa 

: . ZARQA (Petra) — The Zarqa Govemorate Tuesday observed 

■ ’ Arbor Day and held a tree-planting celebration during which 
*, ' ■ • 120.000 olive saplings were planted. The agriculture department 

I •• in the region distributed another 120.000 forest tree saplings free 
" | *of charge to individuals and organisations to be planted in the 
1 govemorate. 

. New Jordanian PhD studies kindergartens 

:•*#. AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian researcher Khaled Al Sharairi has 

• obtained his doctorate degree from the University of Ein Shams 
; • in Cairo. His thesis on kindergartens in Jordan covers various 

kindergartens in Irbid, Zarqa and Salt and presents the views of 
.-l ' 250'people involved, in the kindergarten field. Dr. Sharairi found 
. . ; ; that education at the kindergarten level was not receiving the 
. • ' required level of attention in Jordan. 

Road accidents kill 4 

AMMAN (Petra) — Four citizens died and 205 others were 

- injured in 364 road accidents between Jan. 9 and 16, according to 
a statistical bulletin issued by the Traffic Department Tuesday. 
The bulletin said that drivers aged between 20 and 30 years were 

‘e 1 ** responsible for 43 per cent of the accidents and that most of the 

accidents — 309 — occurred in the Amman Govemorate. 

v BaniKenana farmers to receive loans 

’ ^WMAN (Petra) — The Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC) 

„■ will offer loans to Bani Kcnana district fanners whose olive trees 
w ere d amaged by last winter's weather, ACC Deputy Director 

• Abdul Sa lam Arabiyat said Monday. He said the corporation has 
fV* finalised the list of farmers who should visit the ACC director in 

. Irbid to complete the necessary procedures for obtaining the 

■ loans. 

. Governor promises services to Ghor Al Safi 

■i • 

■ KARAK (Petra) — Karat Governor Radhi Ibrahim met Monday 

# citizens in the southern Jordan Valley at Gbor Al Safi Social 

Development Society. Mr. Ibrahim told the citizens that the 
government plans to provide them with all the basic services in . 
accordance with the available resources. The governor stressed 
the need for local, rural and municipal councils to cooperate to 

■ improve services offered to dozens in their areas. Mr. Ibrahim 

- briefed by citizens on their demands and needs, particularly 
in agricultural fields. 


I AMMAN (J.T.) — With the in- 
creasing number of professional 
nurses and midwives graduating - 
from the Ministry of Health's 
nursing colleges, Jordan has had 
to rely considerably less on ex- 
patriate nursing staff, said Dr. 
Salim Smadi, director of the 
ministry's training colleges. - 

In the 1980s there were several 
hundred expatriate nurses em- 
ployed in Jordan; today there are 
only 67, he said. 

The ministry's nursing colleges 
— the first established in 1952 — 
face the growing challenge of 
graduating more nurses because 
of the country's increasing num- 
ber of hospitals and health care 
centres. 

For the academic year 1992-93, 
the ministry’s colleges received 
1,500 applications from high- 
school graduates. 

Admission requirements call 
for a minimum 65 per cent aver- 
age in the Tawjibi scientific 
stream. Dr. Smadi said. 

Upon acceptance, the student 
is provided with accommodation, 
health insurance, transportation 



Queen Noor bestows diploma on graduate of the J ordanian Institute of 
Specialised Nursing Studies 


and training, he said. 

After completion of four years, 
students graduate as registered 
nurses, with a diploma equivalent 
to the BA degree. Those in mid- 
wifery studies graduate in three 
years. 


Graduates of both curricula are 
quickly absorbed by the private 
and public sector hospitals and 
health centres. 

To date, the ministry has 
graduated 1,481 male and female 
nurses and 562 mid wives. 


Conference to study maritime crime 


By. a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Combating interna- 
tional trading fraud and piracy on 
the high seas, are, the major 
topics of a genera] conference 
scheduled for Feb. 10. in Am- 
man, the Shipping Agents Asso- 
ciation (SAA) announced. 

SAA President Tawfiq Kawar 
told the Jordan Times that with 
the rise in maritime crime in 
various parts of the world such a 
meeting is expedient in order to 
explore methods of combating 
these incidents. 

Mr. Kawar said acts of piracy 
began off the coast of Algeria, 
sprouted up in the Straits of 
Malacca in Indonesia, and now 


Somalia 


(CaRthraed Dram page 1) 

Marines make up fewer than 
9,000 of the some 25,000 U.S. 
troops in Somalia but have been 
assigned the most hazardous 
jobs, such as patroling northern 
Mogadishu at night. 

. Spokesmen sa$ tjie, r ^Marine 
lolled' Monday was T hi(.hy one of 
four to six shots a snipers in fired 
from a house at a patrol west of 
the soccer stadium where more 
than 1,000 Marines are en- 
camped. 

The patrol returned the fire, 
but it was not known if the sniper 
was hit, spokesman said. The 
Marine, who was not identified 
pending notification of family, 
died less that two bouts later in a 
Swedish field hospital. 

Marines have regularly been 
the targets of sniper^in the area. 
The other marine was killed there 
one week ago while on night 
patrol. 

In the space of an hour on 
Friday, bandits in northern 
Mogadishu attacked aid workers 
five times in broad daylight, 
prompting pleas from relief orga- 
nisations for more protection. 

Marine Colonel Chip Gregson, 
deputy director of operations for 
the U.S.-led task force, said 
Tuesday that the U.S. mission 
had been more than just escorting 
convoys. 

"It was the creation of a secure 
environment," he said. “As the 
original largest threat, the large- 
scale factional fighting, has been 
diminished, then the threat shifts 
to other things and we're trying to 
develop the appropriate tactics to 
counter it." 

“It starts to look an awful lot 
like more traditional police work, 
especially when you start talking 
about how to provide security for 
people in the city," Col. Gregson 
said. 

Asked how long U.S. forces 
would be needed in Somalia, Col. 
Gregson said: “It's hard to put an 
estimate on it. How long the U.S. 
leadership will be needed here is 
pretty much up to the United 
Nations and when they feel con- 
ditions are appropriate for the 
U.N. to take over.” 

That could mean an extended 
stay. U.N. spokesman Joe Sills 
has said the United Nations will 
take control of Somalia 
-peacekeeping forces only gra- 
dually. 


have readied the Red Sea. 

A statement by the Regional 
Piracy Centre (RPC) in Kuala 
Lumpur, said that out of 91 re- 
ported piracy cases in 1992. 73 
occurred in Asian waters. 

As recently as December Reu- 
ters reported that a Thai cargo 
ship was attacked by pirates who 
killed the ship's engineer and 
wounded its captain and two crew 
members. 

The MV Soya had left Aqaba 
with a cargo of phosphate bound 
for Sri Lanka and was attacked in 
international waters off the 
Yemeni coast, Reuters reported. 

The pirates first directed small 
armsfire towards the bridge, then 
opened fire with rocket propelled 
grenades, killing the engineer. 


Reuters wrote. 

Mr. Kawar told the Jordan 
Times that the pirates escaped 
with only personal belongings 
and cash from the ship's crew. 

The meeting is being organised 
by the SAA in cooperation with a 
national committee affiliated with 
the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) and the Inter- 
national Maritime Bureau 
(IMB), Mr. Kawar said. 

Participants will include inter- 
national and regional experts in 
maritime transport and trade. 

Organisers of the meeting 
added that Jordanian importers, 
exporters, commercial banks and 
insurance companies have sus- 
tained severe losses as a result of 
maritime crime. 


Customs income accounts 
for 37% of total revenues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh said 
Tuesday the Customs Depart- 
ment in Jordan last year collected 
JD 420 million in duty and fees — 
.nearly ; 37. per..cent. of the.. total.-, 
domestic revenues of the treas- 
ury. - 

The department was successful 
despite the adverse consequences 
of tite Gulf crisis, the minister 
said at a ceremony marking the 
40th anniversary of the Brussels- 
based Customs Cooperation 
Council (CCC). 

Nations around the world 
observe CCC day because cus- 
toms have a direct bearing on the 
lives of all people in all aspects of 
life. Customs Department Direc- 
tor Mohammad Jamal said in an 
address at the ceremony. 

Outlining the CCCs activities, 
Mr. Jamal said that apart from 
collecting duty on imports, the 
CCC has been instrumental in 
combating smuggling and drug 
trafficking operations and com- 
mercial fraud. 

The CCC has been charged 
with all matters relating to coop- 
eration in customs and the ex- 
amination of related technical 
aspects with the aim of achieving 
harmony and uniformity. 



■ Basel Jardaneh 

The CCC is also responsible for 
preparing conventions, recom- 
mendations and the application 
of customs regulations. 

In addition it serves in an 
advisory capacity to other inter- 
national organisations. 

The Minister later distributed 
awards and diplomas to veteran 
customs department officials in 
recognition of their efforts. 

To mark the occasion, the Post 
and Communication Department 
issued a commemorative stamp 
bearing the CCC emblem. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition entitled “Latin American Countries at France 11 ' at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition entitled “Modernist Still Life Photographed" at the 
American Centre. 

* Exhibition entitled “Dhana, a Village from South Jordan” 
displaying photos and other items on the vfflage at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 

Lecture, in Arabic, on “The Island Dispute Between the 
United Arab Emirat and Iran” by Dean of the Faculty of Law 
at Damascus University Mohammad Aziz Shukri, at the 
Scientific and Cultural Centre of Abdul Hatneed Sboman 

Foundation — 6 p.m. 

nun 

Video film entitled “Three of a Kind” at the British Council 

7 p.m. 





AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Higher Education plans ro 
upgrade the quality of training at 
the country’s 57 community col- 
leges to help easethe unemploy- 
ment problem, according to the 
ministry's secretary general. 
Ahmad Hisban. 

The ministry is encouraging the 
college to train students in trades 
like mechanics, farming, and 
food processing and to specialise 
in one or a group of trades that 
are in demand in the current 
labour market. Dr. Hisban said. 

Of the 57 colleges, 23 are run 
by the private sector, and the rest 
are either affiliated to govern- 
ment departments or directly ' 
operated by the ministry, he said. 

Dr. Hisban said the ministry is 
directing its own community col- 
leges to reorganise their program- 
mes to meet new trends in the 
market. 

He said some academic spe- 
cialisations are being cancelled 
and new technical specialisations 
and trades are being created. 

“Our aim is to help all gradu- 
ates secure jobs in the labour 
market here and abroad,” Dr. 
Hisban said. 

Some of the new programmes 
include trades in industrial 
machinery, medical equipment, 
handicrafts, priming, and tex- 
tiles, he said. 



Eid Qataroeh 

.Balqa 
gets water 
services 

AIN AL BASH A (Petra) — The 
Governor of Balqa announced 
here Tuesday a JD 3.5 million 
allocation to finance a water net- 
work project in the Palestinian 
refugee camp in the Baqaa area 
during 1993. 

At a meeting of local council 
leaders, camp representatives, 
and representatives of the Fore- 
ign Ministry's Palestinian Affairs 
Department Governor Eid 
Qatameh said the project will 
replace 'the old rusty and leaky 
network with a new one and 
create a water department in the 
Baqaa water basin to deal with all 
water issues. 

Authorities are also discussing 
the prospect of setting up a hos- 
pital in the region, which is inha- 
bited by more than 150,000 resi- 
dents; but meanwhile the existing 
Ein Al Basha Health Centre will 
be expanded to deal with 
emergency cases around the 
clock, Mr. Qatameh said. 

He added that JD 25.000 has 
been allocated to open or repair 
roads within the refugee camp 
and to erect traffic lights at the 
camp's entrance. 

The Ain Al Basha municipality 
submitted requests for the open- 
ing of agricultural roads, the 
establishment of a handicraft 
zone and a vegetable market, and 
improvements in transportation 
and garbage collecting services. 

The Abu Nuseir municipal 
council submitted demands call- 
ing for more and regular supplies 
of water, while the Urn Al Dana- 
nir municipality demanded tele- 
phone services and measures to 
deal with the foul smell and fly 
infestation problems stemming 
. from the nearby waste water 
treatment plant. 

The head of the Safout muni- 
cipal council subcommittee re- 
quested agricultural roads as well 
as measures to solve the trans- 
portation and electric power 
problems. 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 
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International Community 
School 

(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 


lj . ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY 
Jordan University of Science Sr Technology 

One to several requests submitted by qualified Contractors interested In 
the Construction of King Abdullah Hospital Project, Jordan University of 
Science & Technology has extended the dosing date lor inquiries and 
submission of tenders as follows; 

1. Lad date for inquiries will be 15th February 1993. 

2. Last date for submission of tenders will be 1200 noon. Wednesday 
14th of April 1993. 

Secretary General 

Chairman, Central Tendering Committee 


The International Community School, in Khilda, requires 
Infant teachers from September 1993. The successful 
applicant must have full British or equivalent, teaching 
qualifications and be up-to-date with current principles of 
good primary practice. 

For an application form and further details please 
contact the Headteacher’s Secretary at the School. 
TeU 841070, Fax: 847109 

Closing date for apptications is Wednesday, 3rd February, 1993 



Ahmad Hisban 

The developments in the Gulf 
states in the past two years have 
taught Jordan a lesson; that it 
should play more attention to 
industry. Dr. Hisban added. 

The ministry has also adopted 
an administrative plan and 
mechanism to implement the new 
programmes. Dr. Hisban said. 
Ministiy teams will conduct a 
comprehensive assessment of 
each community college and its 
performance every four or five 


years in order to deiern.irtc 
whether these programme? 
sustainable, he said. 

There are also plans to a.tie'.d 
the comprehensive examination., 
as set by the ministry everv two 
years. 

The ministry will focus more oi 
the practical rather than thco-v- 
tical activities of each commit n:r- 
college. Dr. Hisban added. 

Ahmad Jaser. dean of the In- 
termediate Community Coliege 
said it is better for each group or 
community colleges offering simi- 
lar programmes to merge or split 
up into smaller institutes which 
offer typing and secretariat trail- 
ing rather than theoretical ard 
academic streams. 

Dr. Jaser said some community 
colleges can be convened in;& 
specialised vocational training in- 
stitutes or into fully accredhed 
universities. 

He said the closure of 
labour market in the Gulf stares 
aggravated the unemployment 
situation in Jordan making it 
futile for community college ;r* 
graduate students who find n;. 
jobs. 

Optimistic about the ministry' 1 
plans. Dr. Jaser said speedy dilu- 
tions are necessary especial'./' 
with nearly 40,030 students prS-' 
sently enrolled in community col- 
leges but with no dear future. 


ILO team ends visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Interna- 
tiona] Labour Organisation 
(ILO) team left for Cairo Tues- 
day, plans following a four-day 
meeting with government offi- 
cials and citizens in which they 
listened to testimonies on the 
work conditions in the Israeli 
occupied territories. 

Led by Shukri Dajani. the 
team plans to visit the occupied 
territories in February. 

While in Jordan, they met with 
representatives of the General 
Syndicate of Bakeries in the occu- 
pied territories and President of 
the General Syndicate of Bakery 


Owners in Jordan Abdul Ilah Al 
Hamawi. 

The ILO team heard com- 
plaints by representatives of West 
Bank bakeries about the difficul- 
ties under Israeli rule including 
curfews, steep taxes and strikes, 
which severely affect their lives. 

The bakery representatives 
were asked to submit a memoran- 
dum Co die ILO team. Mr. Hamt- 
wi said. 

The ILO officials said they 
would submit a report on their 
findings in the Arab region upon 
their return to the Geneva head- 
quarters. 


Designers to restore shrines 



The Zefd Ben Harithab Tomb (File photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — To imple- 
ment the royal directive for the 
renovation of Shrines in Jordan 
the supervisory committee 
charged with the task has enlisted 
the help of Jordanian engineering 
firms to draw up appropriate 
designs for the project. 

In a meeting chaired by Deputy 
Prime Minister Ali Suheimat at 
King Abdullah Martyr Mosque in 
Amman, representatives of 24 
Jordanian engineering and 
architectural firms discussed the 
implementation of the project at 
three tombs in southern Jordan 
with the committee members. 

The three sites to be renovated 
are those of the tombs of the 
companions of the Prophet 
Mohammad — Jaafar Ben Abi 


Taieb, Zeid Ben Harithah and 
Abdullah Ben Rawaha — located 
in the town of Mazar in Karck 
govemorate. 

His Majesty King Hussein in 
June directed the government to 
renovate these shrines and 
announced a personal contribu- 
tion of JD 50.001) for the restora- 
tion of the Jaafcr Ben Abi Tslet 
shrine. 

The Ministry of Awqaf. which, 
is sponsoring the project, has" 
announced an allocation of 
JD 3.5 million for the restoration 
of the shrines, as well as five 
ancient mosques. 

The companions of the Prophe: 
led the Islamic armies against 
Byzantine forces in the fight 
against foreign domination of the 
Arab region. 
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Harm of words 


THE INTERNATIONAL community should take 
strong exception to the remark of U.S. Secretary of 
Defence Les Aspin made Sunday to the effect that 
there is no way that Iraq can meet its obligations under 
the various U.N. Security Council resolutions as long 
as its President Saddam Hussein remains at the helm. 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz was right to 
say in an interview aired Monday that such an absurd 
interpretation runs counter to the letter and spirit of 
Security Council resolutions. 

It is premature to tell with any degree of certitude 
whether Aspin 's “whimsical interpretation” as Aziz 
aptly called it, does in fact reflect the perspective of the 
whole Clinton administration. Aspin is already at 
loggerheads with his president over the latter’s deci- 
sion to lift the ban on gays serving in the U.S. armed 
forces. The controversy over this service may indeed 
suggest that the new administration still lacks coher- 
ence in its domestic and foreign policies and may still 
be in search of its way amidst the traditional confu- 
sions that normally accompany the transfer of power 
in Washington. 

President Clinton has yet to assert his leadership by 
making his internal and external policies more dearly 
defined in orientation and objectives. The few remarks 
made by the White House on the Iraqi situation are by 
no means suffident to shed light on how the new 
president will be moving in the weeks and months 
ahead to resolve the festering Golf conflict in a 
meaningful way. If the Clinton administration truly 
believes that the Iraqi conflict can be resolved by 
military might alone, then there most be something 
wrong with this line of thinking. Much more enlight- 
ened and sophisticated approach is expected of the 
man who stood up against the military solution to the 
Vietnam conflict more than two decades ago. 

Sorely Iraq should proceed forthwith to introduce 
elements of democracy and surely the 'Iraqi people 
should exercise their fundamental political rights. But 
to suggest that the U.N. Security Council resolutions 
imposed on Iraq in the aftermath of its invasion and 
brief occupation of Kuwait give Aspin or anybody else 
the right to tell the Iraqis whom they may retain and 
whom they may despose is something that we cannot 
understand. The U.S. chief executive is called upon 
therefore to elucidate his policies on the Middle East 
region and its disputes by making clear his objectives 
as soon as possible. Meanwhile, the president may 
[soon discover the need for his outspoken cabinet 
-members to watch their words more closely lest they 
give the impression that no one is yet in command of 
: policy-making in Washington. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Tuesday welcomed a bid by tii„ Sudanese 
government to bring about reconciliation between Iran and Iraq. 

It said it can find no reason for the Arabs and Muslims not to 
support such a bid at this crucial moment in their history, noting 
that a united stand is required to stem aggression on the Islamic 
World. There is no doubt that Tehran. Khartoum and Baghdad 
have begun to realise that only their joint efforts and unity of 
ranks can prevent further aggression and abort the colonialist 
powers' attempts to subjugate the Islamic world, said the daily. 
The paper said that for two years the Iraqis have been subjected 
to aggression and there is no doubt that the Sudanese and the 
Iranians could be subjected to a similar measure, therefore, it is 
time for the three Muslim nations to come together and join 
forces to stem the common enemy and common threats. The 
paper said that the United States does not conceal its enmity and 
hostile altitude towards Iraq and the Islamic Nation at large. It 
■ said that the Iranians should realise that the time has come to 
stand by their Iraqi brothers in their ordeal and end the injustice 
and the sufferings of the women and children. The paper said that J 
ihe Arabs and Muslims ought to come together and find a way of 
stemming the common danger. 

NOW THAT three envoys have failed to convince the Rabin J 
government to respond favourably to the U.N. Security Council 
and implement its Resolution 799. said A! Dustonr daily, one can 
only believe that the Israelis have succeeded in persuading the 
United Nations Organisation that the Palestinian deportees 
should not be returned. The Palestinians have now spent 40 days 
exposed to the cold, stranded with no help, despite the world 
community's efforts io help them return to their homeland, added 
the paper. The paper said it seems that the Israelis and their 
Higher Court of Justice have more power than the United Nations 
and that its decisions rule supreme above the world community's 
resolution. The paper said that the Israelis would not have 
remained so obstinate had it not been for continued American 
support for their policies in the occupied Arab region. Therefore, 
one can only conclude that the U.N. Security Council is being 
rendered impotent and has no alternative but to succumb to the 
whimses and desires of Israel and the United State: and one can 
only expect further double standards manifested by the world 
organisation in dealing with world issues, the paper added. As 
long as the United Nations has an absolute power and influence 
over the United States, the Arabs can never hope to attain their 
rights or see the Arab-Israeli conflict settled in a fair manner, said 
the daily. It said that in view of the situation, one can only expect 
further dangerous situation prevailing in the region in the 
foreseeable future. 


Economic Forum 




By Dr. AbdaHa Ma&I 


Is the Jordanian economy overheated? 


THE ECONOMIC policy, of Jordan is interested, in its current 
Stage, in containing banking credit facilities within certain ceilings 
specified in the economic adjustment programme. The exact goals 
of this credit squeeze and the mechanism through which it helps in 
attaining them are not explicitly pronounced in the programme 
but can be speculated on. Presumably, such squeeze leads to 
shaving demand for money, which is hopefully expected to curtail 
demand for imports, thus conserving foreign exchange, and also 
to stemming aggregate demand, dampening inflationary press- 
ures. The assumption must accordingly be that there is excess 
liquidity i t the economy or a potential one can develop along the 
way and that this excess is detrimental. 

The liquidity of the economy is not exactly the same as the 
liquidity of the commercial banks but the latter can be a very 
reliable and accurate proxy for the former. We suggested more 
than once in this column and elsewhere that the liquidity of the 
commercial banks be gauged by the voluntary deposits they keep 
with the Central Bank of Jordan. This is the best measure 
available for this purpose simply because such deposits earn very 
low interest, two per cent to a maximum of four per cent. If there 
is no excess liquidity, banks will find better uses for their funds. 


The volume of voluntary deposits moreover measures how liquid 
the economy is. 

On this count, commercial banks have been awash with 
liquidity for quite a long time, as early as March 1991. Deposits 
they held with the Central Bank in excess of. the legal reserves, 
that is compulsory deposits, jumped from JD41 million in April 
1991 to JD73 million in March 1991. This figure grew to JD424 
million at the end of 1991 and stood at JD388 million at the end of 
October 1992 despite the very important fact that economic 
activity picked up very considerably during 1992 when a IS per 
cent rise in gross domestic product (GDP) failed to mop up the 
excess liquidity. 

Can it be that this dormant liquidity may pose a threat to the 
economy, in the sense that releasing it into the stream of 
economic activity may lead to what economists term as the 
overheating of the economy? 

To start with, it must be recalled that overheating means that 
the injection of money into the economy is translated mainly into 
higher prices. This happens only when the economy reaches the 
state of foil employment whereby additional money can not create 
new production facilities that serve to boost supply (due to the 


absence of appropriate labour). Instead, additional money/ 1 
competes for the existing output and thus pushes prices upwards.- _■ 

Coming back to Jordan, one finds that the Jordanian economy. . 
suffers not from foil employment but from 'Tull unemployment. 
The rate of inflation has been- harnessed within one dipt levels^ 
Therefore it is not scientific at all to talk of be. fearful of. 
overheating. The overheating argument which has been ated m 
one or two ««« recently is faulty and ill-founded. 

There is no need to soak bank liquidity or to Suppress its 
expansion for the sole aim of combating or pre-empting inflation ■ - 
in the present situation, especially if we recall also the quantita- 
live restraints imposed on banks under the adjustment program- . 
me. Bat it might be useful for other important goals such as.- 
curtailing demand for imports — whose expansion imposes a ; 
burgeoning threat. But then our policymakers will have to. dp: 
something about the liquidity accruing toimporterc from their 
deposits kept abroad. And' certainly squeezing credit will help, to. _ 
a certain extent, in checking prices, but it will simultaneously" 
constrain economic growth in an economy plagued by or endowed . 
with 160,000 unemployed people. 


Iraqis unliberated — Clinton should make up for Bush’s failure 


By Jim Hoagbmd 


WASHINGTON — In the first 
moments of his presidency 
Wednesday Bill Clinton voiced 
gracious but distinctly measured 
praise for George Bush. By ap- 
plauding Mr. Bush's half-century 
of puttie service and omitting 
reference to his accomplishments 
as president, Mr. Clinton cap- 
tured the ambience that has sur- 
rounded the tranter of power 
between the two men: correct, 
but far from cordial. 

The pre-inaugural raids against 
Iraq added to hidden concern in 
the Clinton camp over Mr. Bush’s 
handling of the transition. For 
some Clinton confidants, the 
raids were proof that Mr. Bush's 
outwardly courteous leave-taking 
masked a willingness behind the 
scenes to rain on the new presi- 
dent’s parade. 

That may overstate the case. 
There are alternative explana- 
tions for a string of Bush deci- 
sions during the transition that 
have either complicated the 
opening phase of the Clinton 
presidency or let pass opportuni- 
ties to ease the path for the man 
Mr. Bush styled as a “bozo” on 
the campaign trail. 

Committing U.S. troops to 
Somalia in November without 
consulting Mr. Clinton signaled 
the correct but uncordial pattern. 

- That pattern prevailed to the end * 
as the White House last week 
rebuffed quiet overtures from the 
Clinton team for a joint state- 
ment on Haiti. Such a statement 
might have eased Mr. Clinton’s 
task in stepping back from his 
campaign pledges on Haitian re- 
fugees. “They stiffed the Clinton 
people, and it was noticed,” says 
a political source with high-level 
contacts in both camps. 

This atmosphere gave rise to 
understandable last-minute suspi- 
cions that Mr. Bush may not have 
put Mr. Clinton's interests at the 
top of his list in waiting so late to 
launch last weekend's cruise mis- 
sile strike against Iraq. 


The extended final strikes 
against Iraq were too much too 
late. In ways that dovish critics 
never could, the strikes under- 
lined the failure of Mr. Bush’s 
post-Gulf war strategy towards 
Iraq and the absence of a 
meaningful approach towards re- 
gional conflicts after the cold war. 

Saddam Hussein has never 
ceased to be in violation of signi- 
ficant portions of the United Na- 
tions resolutions that brought an 
end to Operation Desert Storm, 
two years ago. He could have 


been hit any time, with justice 
and probably with more effect. 

Mr. Clinton's behaviour is 
more likely to be affected by 
these late strikes than is Saddam 
Hussein. It will be difficult to be 
any less assertive than Mr. Bush 
was in defending the no-fiight 
zones in southern and northern 
Iraq and the right of U.N. inspec- 
tors to enter Iraq. By design or 
otherwise, Mr. Bush's final days 
lock Mr. Clinton onto a confron- 
tational course with Iraq. 

There is no great sin m that. 


nor in the destruction of a dor- 
mant factory that could have con- 
tributed to a new effort by Sad- 
dam Hussein to develop nuclear 
weapons. Better late than never. 
But Mr. Cfinton inherits a polity 
that let Saddam Hussein remain 
strong enough to pick die time of 
confrontations with the United 
States and the United Nations, to 
survive those confrontations and 
then exploit them politically. The 
uneasiness that Russia and some 
of America’s Arab partners 
voiced about the pre-inaugural 


strikes amounts to important 
gains for Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Clinton should move 
quickly to stem those gains and 
make dear that be will not toler- 
ate other countries dealing with 
Saddam Hussein. 

Hie evidence that the Penta- 
gon has amassed on the war 
crimes committed by Saddam 
Hussein and his chief aides m 
Kuwait and Iraq gives the new 
president a ready-made vehicle to 
keep him beyond the internation- 
al pale. Mr. Bush would never 
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rive the green light for a serious " 
effort to have the United Nations ,, 
brand Saddam Hussein a war - 
criminal. Mr. Clinton should. He .. 
should also authorise Vice Prea- ' 
dent A1 Gore to meet publidy " 
with representatives from the 
strongest opposition group, ihe 
Iraqi National Congress. . ... 

President Clinton should also 
launch a new effective covert . 
destabilisation programme against ~ 
Saddam Hussein to replace the 
halfhear ted, chismy one under- - 
taken by the Central Intelligence ' 
Agency (CIA) under Mr. Bush, ' 
and examine the ideas aired last., 
year by Defense Secretary- 
designate Les Aspin to use force 
if necessary to set up a United. 
Nations base inside Iraq that', 
would get relief supplies to the _ 
Kurds and Shiites. 

This would put people first 
Mr. Bush used periodic threats - 
and a belated burst of military . 
raids at the end of his presidency 
to defend principles rather than 
people. 

The principles of the United 
Nations resolutions thit ended' 
the Gulf war are worth protect- 
ing. They should have provided, 
the cornerstone of a new 
approach to world order.- But Mr. . 
Bush and his generals, fearful of 
detracting in any way from the ■ 
reputation and glory of their 100- 
-hour triumph in the desert, 
turned blind eyq after Mind eye to ' 
•Saddam Hussein's infringements 
and bis new dimes at home, arid . 
then let ethnic cleansing proceed . 
in ex-Yugoslavia. 

One last brief season of bomb- ■ 
mg does not erase George Bush's 
failures in Iraq. Only Bill Clin- 
ton, die man Mr. Bush treated 
contemptuously during the cam- 
paign and correctly but not cor-_ 
diaily in the transition, can bury 
Mr. Bush's mistakes. He can cfo 
that by adopting the long-term - 
political strategy that will bury'- 
Saddam Hussein — The^ 
Washington Post. 


1993 — a year of commitment to the environment 


By Jerry Stilkind 

WASHINGTON — The United 
Nations is beginning to flesh out 
an environmental vision called 
“sustainable development” and 
President-elect Clinton has prom- 
ised to make the United States a 
leader in the effort. 

That vision won worldwide 
support at the unprecedented 
Earth Summit held last June in 
Rio dc Janeiro. Brazil, attended 
by more government heads — 
about 120 from the 179 countries 
belonging to the United Nations 
— than at any previous meeting. 

Their work was continued by 
the U.N. General Assembly, and 
by the end of 1992 it had created 
a Commission on Sustainable De- 
velopment to oversee the most 
ambitious programme ever de- 
vised to protect the global en- 
vironment while stimulating de- 
velopment in the Third World. 

In the United States, voters in 
November elected as president 
Bill Clinton, one of whose cam- 
paign promises was that “the 
United States will rake the lead in 
promoting sustainable develop- 
ment.” His running mate as rice 
presidential candidate. A1 Gore, 
was one of the leading environ- 
mentalists in the U.S. Senate and 
often spoke of the need for an 
agreement with the Third World 
to stimulate development while 
protecting the environment. 

By the end of 1992. President- 
elect Clinton had selected what 
appeared to be an environmental- 
ly conscious cabinet. His selec- 
tions to head the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Energy and Interior depart- 
ments have urged such program- 
mes as greater conservation of 
natural resources, increased ener- 
gy efficiency and more reliance 
on renewable fuels such as solar 
energy. 

Mr. Clinton and hb nominee to 
head the Energy Department. 
Hazel O'Leary, said at a news 
conference that they wanted to 
change the priorities of the agen- 


cy. The bulk of its S 18.800 million 
budget is spent on producing 
nuclear weapons and on such 
research projects as improving 
the efficiency of coal-fired and 
nuclear electrical power genera- 
tion. 

A study by the Energy Depart- 
ment in December concluded 
that government subsidies to the 
energy industry total $5,000 mil- 
lion to $10,000 million a year, 
depending on how a subsidy is 
defined. Environmental groups 
have been particularly active 
since the November election in 
urging more spending for solar 
and natural gas research and less 
for nuclear programmes. 

One reason these groups 
strongly supported Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Gore was their belief 
that the two would take the Un- 
ited States towards a sustainable 
development future. Environ- 
mentalists say they have not been 
disappointed with Mr. Clinton's 
remarks and cabinet appoint- 
ments since the election. His 
choice for the top environmental 
job in the government, head of 
EPA, is Carol Browner, a Florida 
environmental official and a for- 
mer assistant in Mr. Gore's Sen- 
ate office. 

At the United Nations, the 
General Assembly adopted in 
December “Agenda 21.” an 800- 
page environmental and develop- 
ment programme negotiated at 
the Earth Summit. U.S. officials 
have called Agenda 21 an “ex- 
traordinary document" because it 
lists just about all environmental 
problems and indicates how to 
overcome them. 

One of the issues in Agenda 21 
most debated at the Earth Sum- 
mit and the General Assembly 
meeting was the power of the 
Sustainable Development Com- 
mission. 

“The assembly decided that 
information will be provided to 
the commission by governments 
on a voluntary basis.” a U.N. 
official explained in a recent in- 
terview. The reason the reports 


are voluntary, he said, is that with 
no agreed-on definition of sus- 
tainable development there is no 
way to gauge progress towards 
that goal. 

“What is sustainable for one 
country may be different for 
another country. There are no 
clearly defined norms of what 
sustainable development is." he 
said. 

The hundreds of non- 
governmental organisations at 
the Earth Summit pushed for 
mandatory annual repons by 
each country, arguing that prog- 
ress could be judged by how close 
each came to achieving the hun- 
dreds of goals stated in Agenda 
21. In addition, they wanted the 
commission to have the power to 
investigate environmental prob- 
lems anywhere in the world. 

Developing countries, howev- 
er. successfully opposed compul- 
sory reponing and expanded 
powers for the commission. And 
they met little opposition in de- 
manding that the commission 
monitor the amount of aid de- 
veloped countries give to de- 
veloping countries to help them 
overcome their environmental 
problems. 

In a compromise, citizens' 
organisations were given the right 
to sit on the commission and to 
submit reports about problems in 
a country regardless of the feel- 
ings of its government. 

The officers of the committee 
are scheduled to be elected at an 
organisational meeting in early 
February at the New York head- 
quarters of the United Nations. 
The membership has been limited 
to 53 governments, which will 
serve on a rotating basis. 

The first* substantive commis- 
sion meeting to discuss imple- 
mentation of Agenda 21 will 
probably be held in May or June. 
The commission is expected to 
meet annually thereafter. 

The General Assembly also 
began to put flesh on a call by the 
Earth S/.mm;' f- r a tre.iv- to 
combat desertification i;; coun- 


tries suffering from drought, par- 
ticularly in Africa. It voted by 
consensus to create an inter- 
governmental committee to begin 
negotiations in February. 

It also authorised creation of a 
multidisciplinary panel of experts 
to help negotiators deal with 
technical issues. 

More than 150 countries at the 
Earth Summit signed a sweeping 
but not legally binding treaty to 
try to limit emissions of the 
greenhouse gases, which trap 
heat on Earth, to 1990 levels by 
the year 2000. An inter- 
governmental panel of scientists 
has been warning that the world 
would significantly warm if such 
gases as carbon dioxide, pro- 
duced by the burning of such 
fuels as coal, oil and wood, are 
not checked. A warming could 
lead to drastic changes in climate, 
the panel said. 

The treaty was. tinged with con- 
troversy because the United 
States was the single major coun- 
try unwilling to commit itself to a 
legally binding target of green- 
house gas emission levels. The 
Bush administration insisted that 
there was too much scientific 
uncertainty to justify reducing the 
use of fuels the U.S. and other 
industrial economies depend on 
so heavily. 

The Bush administration also 
was heavily criticised at the Earth 
summit for refusing to sign a 
treaty to protect the areas of the 
world rich in a diversity of plant 
and animal life. 

U.S. officials objected that the 
treaty did not protect the rights of 
companies that developed pro- 
ducts from the genetic resources 
in these biologically rich areas. 

In looking back on the Earth 
Summit. Bush administration 
EPA head William Reilly said in 
December that it marked the 
point at which the environment 
became intertwined with the ma- 
jor issues facing developing and 
industrialised countries. “It 
s.iir.Lcd :i environmental ques- 


tions must be addressed in con- 
nection with issues such as trade, 
energy, agriculture and economic 
development.” he wrote. 

Environmental issues certainly 
have become entangled with 
trade issues in the United States. 
The Bush administration reached 
a free-trade agreement with Mex- 
ico and Canada in October that 
Mr. Reilly has called the 
“greenest” international econo- 
mic accord, ever negotiated. 

But President-elect Clinton 
said during the election campaign 
that he had some concerns about 
the environmental effects of the 
proposed agreement, which has 
not yet been approved by Con- 
gress- Almost all environmental 
groups have joined a campaign to 
Mock approval, charging that the 
agreement will create pollution 
havens in Mexico. 

They believe that U.S. com- 
panies would move to Mexico to 
escape stringent environmental 
regulations in the United States. 
Administration officials have 
tried to counter that argument by 
pointing out that the proposed 
agreement allows aiiy of the three 
countries to raise an issue in a 
procedure designed to settle dis- 
putes. 

The United States signed or 
took action on three other major 
international environmental 
treaties in 1992. First, officials 
from the United States and 92- 
other countries agreed in Novem- 
ber to speed up the phase-out of 
chemicals that are depleting the 
protective ozone shield in the 
atmosphere. 

They agreed to phase out the 
use of chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) and carbon tetrachloride 
by January 1, 1996, four years 
faster than die original timetable. 

Several other chemicals also 
will be phased ont sooner than 
previously planned, all because 
they deplete the layer of ozone' 
that helps protect humans from 
skin cancer and cataracts. 

A permanent fund -also will 


help developing countries purch~., 
ase or manufacture substitutes for. 
the ozone-destroying chemicals. ; - 
Developed countries have*' 
pledged $113 million to the fund 
for 1993 and 1994. 

Second, the U.S. Senate** 
approved in October the treaty to . [' 
ban mining and drilling in 
Antarctica for at least 50 years 
and to regulate strictly other acti-.' 
vities that could damage its fra-'/ 
gile environment. 

A major feature of the Iegisla-~ 
tion that would have to be rein-_ ' 
troduced in Congress to make 
U.S. law conform to the treaty is'.', 
defining household garbage and./ 
the ash remaining from its inciri-,1 
eration as hazardous wastes. ■ 

In many respects, however,”: 
U.S. regulations already parallel, 
the treaty. For example, hazar- i * 
dous wastes may not be shipped ' 
to another country unless that';' 
other government gives written'’ 
permission for the import. 

Almost all of U.S. hazardous 
waste shipments now go for dis-.' . 
posal or recycling to Canada and 
to Mexico for recycling only. The 
United Stares has agreements^., 
with Canada and Mexico for reg-- 
ulating such shipments. Adminis-_, 
tration officials have said they.- " 
were not planning to negotiate" 
any new bilateral agreements. •! ' 

In looking back in December- • 
on the development of U.S. en-J 
viron mental policy over the dfr; 
cades and his four years as EPA ' . 
administrator, Mr. Reilly -said • 
that the United States continues,.. ' 
to have the world’s strictest reg- . . 
ulations a nd less pollution than - • 

ever. . 

Most imponant.he said, isthat 
environmentat protection grew' , - 
while the economy expanded: He' 
strongly argued that developing’./ 
countries should not fear that.**': 
airbing pollution and protecting-" . 
their environment would jeopar--., . 
dise their economic . growth — /- 1 
United States Information Agen- 
cy. . - 
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l^Ghali recommends U.N. action 


Te 


(Continued from page 1) 
Israel's priority was preventing the 
setting of deadlines for obeying re- 
solution 799 and he told army radio: 
-We have partners who understand 
the seriousness of the matter." 

The foreign ministry said sanctions 
could undermine Middle East peace 
talks. However, they have already 
been thrown into uncertainty, with 
Palestinians refuting to attend until 
the evictees are returned. 

Israeli officials also criticised Dr. 
Gholi for not waiting until Israel's 
supreme court rilled on the legality of 
the expulsions. The court, which has 
rarely differed with Israeli govern- 
menu on security issues, allowed 
expulsions to proceed in December. 

Israel Radio said Dr. Ghali's report 
accused Israel of "defying the author- 
ity of the Security Council.” Mr. 
Vaacobi said it was unclear whether 

be recommended sanctions against 
Israel. 

"I don't want to respond except to 
one thing." Mr. Rabin told reporters. 

“The report is an example of dou- 
ble standard, completely ignoring ter- 
rorism and singling out only the steps 
taken against it," Mr. Rabin added. 


Mr. Rabin also mowed to diffuse 
pressure from the world body by 
asking former cabinet minister Ezer 
Wehtman to telephone Dr. Ghali and 
ask him to wait for the high court 
ruling. 

Mr. Weizman. who confirmed on 
army radio that he made the call, 
knows Dr. Ghali from the peace 
negotiations with Egypt in the late 
1970s. 

The radio said Dr. Ghali's report 
also urged creation of a new world 
body mechanism to monitor the 
Israeli-occupied territories, to ensure 
Palestinians' rights were respected. 

In his report. Dr. Ghali outlined his 
unsuccessful efforts to convince Israel 
to comply with Security Council Re- 
solution 799. 

“In these circumstances I would be 
foiling in my duty if i did not recom- 
mend to the Security Council that it 

should take whatever measures are 
required to ensure that its unanimous 
decision as set out in Resolution 799 
is respected.” he said. 

Dr. Ghali did not recommend any 
specific measures but said he believed 
Israel's refusal to return the evictees 
challenged the authority of the Sccur- 


Saddam will stay, Iraq tells world 


(Continued from page 1) 


posed after Iraq's August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

U.N. ballistics experts Tuesday be- 
gan a long-term monitoring project at 
an undisclosed Iraqi missile site. The 
nuclear team, meanwhile, said it was 
considering naming a “resident in- 
spector.” 

Nikita Smidovich, a Russian who 
heads the ballistics team, told repor- 
ters he group would visit the missile 
site every day for a month to make 
technical assessments of the facilities, 
equipment, building and program- 
mes. 

After the first trip Tuesday he told 
reporters: “We do not expect to find 
prohibited things. we do not expect 
something dramatic.” 

He would give no further details of 
what he described as a “continuous or 
long-term'' project. 

Iraq has told the United Nations 
that all of its long-range missiles, such 
as the Scuds fired on Israel and Saudi 
Arabia during the Gulf war. have 
been destroyed in accordance with 
Security Council ceasefire resolutions 
that ended the 1991 conflict. 

The U.N. special commission, 
which has the job of ensuring that 
weapons of mass destruction are eli- 
minated, needs long-term monitoring 
to make sure this is the case and that 
Iraq does not revive its missile prog- 
ramme. 

Western intelligence sources have 
said as many 100 Scuds may still be 
hidden. 

Maurizio Zifferero. head of the 
nuclear inspection team, said he was 
considering appointing a “resident 
inspector” but added that the issue 
had not been formally raised. 

He described his team's trip Tues-,- 
day to an undisclosed site as “just,,, 
verifying” previous work. } . . 

Mr. Zifferero said Monday that 
Iraq says the United Nations already 
knows 90 per cent — about 80 com- 
panies — of its foreign suppliers, and 
is willing to supply information on the 
rest. 

Mr. Zifferero said he would con- 
tinue to press for a foil accounting of 
the foreign suppliers. He said there 
might be 10 to 15 more companies, 
according to the Iraqis. 

"Their statements still must be 
verified and I am sceptical." he told 
the Associated Press. “I’m sure it 
must be larger.” 

The names of the companies on the 
list have not been disclosed by U.N. 
officials, but Mr. Zifferero said they 
were based in Germany, the United 
States. France. Switzerland. Italy and 
other nations. 

He said the trade with Iraq was 
“legitimate activity in most cases" but 
added: “In other case we have in- 
formed the governments and they are 
carrying out investigation of cases 
where they have breached internal 
regulations on exports." 

Under the Gulf war ceasefire, Iraq 


must permit U.N. inspection and 
destruction of its long-range missiles 
and nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons programmes. 

Mr. Zifferero, Mr. Smidovich and 
their inspection teams arrived in Iraq 
a week after a series of U.S.-led air 
attacks on Iraqi air-defence installa- 
tions in the “no-fly" zones in north- 
ern and southern Iraq. 

No clashes have been reported 
since Saturday. 

The Iraqi News agency reported 
that President Saddam met Tuesday 
with air force and air defence com- 
manders. No details were given. 

The speaker of Iraq's parliament 
denied in an interview published 
Tuesday that Baghdad had renewed 
claim to Kuwait. 

“No senior Iraqi official has said 
that Kuwait was part of Iraq,” Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh was quoted as saying by 
the French newspaper Le Figaro. 

“These are personal opinions pub- 
lished in the Iraqi press. It is also the 
inion of a large pan of our peo- 


$ 


A top aide of President Saddam 
said earlier this month that Kuwait 
would return to Baghdad's control. 

“Kuwait shall return to Iraq in 
defiance of the Security Council and 
America,” Press Secretary Abdul- 
Jabbar Muhsen wrote in Al 
Jumhoiiriyah. 

Mr. Saleh called on Mr. Clinton to 
open talks on resuming trade with 
Iraq. 

He said Iraq blamed recent attacks 
by Gulf allied warplanes on the fact 
that some members of the Bush admi- 
nistration had stayed on in their jobs 
under Mr. Clinton and were bent on 
preventing any dialogue with Bagh- 
dad. 

“We shall remain very firmjmit 
sensible and with good InientHM* 
through the current period." Mr. 
Saleh said. 

“We hope President Clinton will 
fully understand our position: every- 
one in Iraq wants peace." 

Iraq had not sfct a deadline for 
Washington to respond, he said. 
"The main thing is that we want to 
give a chance to peace.” 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq was im- 
plementing U.N. ceasefire resolu- 
tions and wanted to discuss the lifting 
of the "no-fly’’ zones over northern 
and southern Iraq imposed by the 
allies. 

Referring to territorial disputes 
between Iran and Gulf states. Mr. 
Saleh said Iraq's weakness had fuel- 
led Tehran’s ambitions and Gulf 
countries were bound to turn to 
Baghdad for support. 

“Not only will Iran occupy more 
islands in the Arabian Gulf, but it will 
interfere in its neighbours* internal 
affairs." he said. 

“Gulf states will need Iraq sooner 
or later. We are the only ones with 
the power to defend them.” 


ity Council. 

He also appeared to agree with 
arguments from Arab states which 
accuse the Security Council of a 
double standard- in enforcing resolu- 
tions against Iraq but not against 
Israel. 

“There is a growing perception 
throughout the international com- 
munity, that the council, by not press- 
ing for Israeli compliance with its 
resolution, of which Resolution 799 is 
only the latest, does not attach equal 
importance to the bnptementation of 
all of its decisions,” he said. 

Dr. GhaG's long-awaited report 
was requested by the council. 

The U.N. chief also said he would 
attempt to implement a 1990 Security 
Council resolution calling for a U.N. 
monitoring mechanism in the occu- 
pied territories. 

He said he would initiate discus- 
sions with Israeli authorities on this 
issue to assure Palestinians “that the 

international community is not neg- 
lecting their need for safety and pro- 
tection, a need which must be met 
regardless of progress in the (Middle 
East) peace talks.” 

■ Dr. Ghali outlined his personal 
contacts with Israeli leaders and three 
missions to Israel, one by U.N. 
Undersecretary-General James Jonah 
and two by special envoy Chinmaya 
Gharekhan, India’s former U.N. 
ambassador. 

Mr. Gharekhan in the report dis- 
missed comments from Mr. Rabin 
that if die Security Council was to 
adopt measures against Israel it might 
lead to a collapse of the Middle East 
peace talks. 

In repl;, the report quoted Mr. 
Gharekhan as saying Israel alone 
would be responsible for any break- 
down of the talks. 

Mr. Gliarekhan “noted Israel could 
place the deportees in prison or admi- 
nistrative detention which was not in 
violation of Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion,” the report said., 

U.S. officials said the Clinton 
administration, faced with its first 
tough situation in the Middle East, is 
telling Arab governments it could not 
support a drive in the United Natrons 
to punish Israel. 

The U.S. officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonimity. said the Clin- 
ton administration also was telling the 
Arabs to wait for a ruling on the 
expulsions by Israel's supreme court. 

Secretary of State Warren M. 
Christopher and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin spoke by telepinme 
Sunday. They talked about a possible 
trip to the area by Mr. Christopher 
but no derisions were taken, the U.S. 
officials said. 

President Ginton talked to Mr. 
Rabin Saturday in response to a 
congratulatory letter from the Israeli 
leader. 

Hie two conversations indicate the 
new administration intends to give 
high priority to the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict. It is trying to persuade Jordan. 
Lebanon. Syria. Palestinians and 
Israel to resume their peace talks 
here. 

Judith Kipper, Middle East special- 
ist for the Brookings Institution, said 
tin-. an- interview it would be very 
l/fiffini lt to reopen the negotiations 
without a settlement of the expulsion 
fpriblem. 

Ms. Kipper, who returned Sunday 
night from a five-week trip to Kuwait, 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordon, said the 
A rate were determined to move 
ahead on the talks is soon as possible. 

“But with the deportees, their pub- 
lic opinion is up in arms." she said. 
“We are bashing Iraq every two hours 
and we don't budge on the deportees 
and on Bosnia.” 

Geoffrey Kemp, senior associate 
on the Middle East for the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
said: “Certainly the United States 


Senate passes state security law 


(Combined from page 1) 


control the possession and use of 
fire arms pending the holding of a 
special meeting by the House to 
discuss the issue. 

The House will also discuss 
resolutions by its judiciary com- 
mittee amending Election Law 
No. 22 for 1986, a law banning 
Freemasons in Jordan, an amend- 
ment to the 1992 youth welfare 
draft taw and other derisions and 
proposals. 

On Tuesday, the Lower 
House's administrative commit- 
tee held a meeting under the 
chairmanship of Deputy Daoud 
Kojak and discussed proposals 


concerning the administrative 
constituencies in Jordan. 

The meeting, which was 
attended by Interior Minister 
Sbout and Agriculture Minister 
Fayez Al Khasawneh, also discus- 
sed complaints by poultry farmers 
in the Kingdom. 

In addition, the committee dis- 
cussed complaints presented by 
the president of the Jordanian 
Medical Association, several gov- 
ernment officials and citizens. 

The House’s Public Freedoms 
and Citizens' Rights Committee 
also met Tuesday and discussed com- 
plaints presented by citizens. 


Abdul Shaft: U.S. will pressure Israel 


(Conthroed from page 1) 


through a phased return of the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Hawatmeh. leader of the 
Democratic From for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine tDFLP), said the 
proposal was “a gradual solution 
to the return of the (evictees) 
over 24 months... under which the 
fevictees) would return in batches 
with the last batch going in the 
24th month.” 

‘‘The aim is to prevent the 
imposition of sanctions on Israel 
ind to fragment the united 
Palestinian position (in favour of) 
ill the (evictees) returning im- 
nediaiel>,” he told Reuters in an 
nterview in Damascus. 

Mr. Hawatmeh said the DFLP 
■ad definite information that 
here were manoeuvres under 
»ay between Washington. Cairo 
nd Israel to undermine the- 
ecurily Council resolution. He 

ni<( yjv where hi-> Information 


came from. 

Last week a Western diplomat 
in Cairo said Egypt was suggest- 
ing a phased return of the evic- 
tees to defuse the crisis. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, whose group 
opposes Palestinians taking part 
in peace talks under the present 
terms of reference laid down by 
the United States, said Washing- 
ton hoped to produce a solution 
that would enable negotiations to 
resume on schedule next month. 

The Israeli high court is ex- 
pected to rule on the legality of 
the expulsions later .this week. 
Officials hope the ruling will help 
dear up the problem. 

Qvii rights lawyer have asked 
the court to reverse the expul- 
sions on the grounds that the 
Palestinians were denied the right 
to appeal before they were 
banished. 


should not go along with sanctions 
against Israel.” 

“We should work closely with the 
Israeli government, hoping and 
praying the (Israeli) supreme court 
solves the problem for us." said Mr. 
Kemp, who was in charge of the 
National Security Council's Middle 
East desk. 

“If not," he said, “we should ex- 
plore fall-back positions, like a rede- 
ployment of die Palestinians to the 
(Israeli-held) security zone (in Leba- 
non) as a first step in reconsidering 
each case individually under Israeli 
law.” 

Diplomats from five Arab coun- 
tries called at the State Department 
Friday to try to bring pressure on 
Israel to readmit the evictees. 

The diplomats presented a Jan. 12 
Arab League staiemem to Assistant 
Secretary of State Edward Djerejian 
Friday, demanding Israel relent and 
calling on the Seomiy Council to 
order sanctions to force the repatria- 
tion. “They discussed the deportation 
issue with a view toward resolving it 
in a constructive manner." the State 
Department said afterwards. 

Later Tuesday, Mr. Rabin said his 
government had no plans to resettle 
the Palestinian evictees in Israel's 
“security zone" in South Lebanon. 

"Neither my government nor my- 
self have any idea about this.” Mr. 
Rabin told reporters. He made the 
comment after a two-hour meeting 
'with Antoine Lahd. commander of 
the Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

Teh 3,000-man SLA. headquar- 
tered in Marjayoun. patrols the zone 
alone with about 1.500 Israeli troops. 

“The deportation is for one and 
one-half to two yeats and all of them 
will be allowed to return after the 
lapse of that period,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin said Dr. Ghali had not 
taken into consideration the “vio- 
lence of Hamas." 

“Hamas kills Israelis and Palesti- 
nians in order to stop the peace 
talks.” Mr. Rabin said. “I am con- 
vinced of eliminating the activities of 
Hamas. It's a political goal in order to 
safeguard peace.” 

Mr. Rabin said he hoped the 
Lebanese state would allow the evic- 
tees to leave to a third country 
through Lebanese territory.” a sug- 
gestion Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri has repeatedly rejected 


Houbara bustard is aphrodisiac 
delicacy for Arab hunters 


By Ibr ahim Khan 

Rearer 

KHAR, Pakistan — Senior offi- 
cials and wildlife experts are fu- 
rious about troupes of Arab 
princes armed with falcons 
careering through the deserts of 
southern Pakistan in motor caval- 
cades hunting an aphrodisiac 
bird. 

Their anger has ruffled feathers 
in the Foreign Ministry and raised 
nervous twitters from Middle 
Eastern ministers. 

The sudden chorus of squawk- 
ing is about the houbara bustard, 
a large and rather plain bird much 
prized by the princely Arab 
huntsmen for the cunning of its 
evasive tactics and the reputed 
aphrodisiac qualities of its meat. 

The bird lives in Siberia and 
flies south in October to winter in 
the warmer climes of Pakistan's 
southern deserts. 

In January and February, the 
Arab princes fly into Pakistan 
aboard their private jets bringing 
hunting parties equipped with 
four-wheel drive vehicles, gener- 
ators, satellite dishes — and fal- 
cons — wildlife officials say. 

Hunting of the houbara bus- 
tard has been banned in Pakistan 
since 1983, but each year the 
Foreign Ministry issues special 
permits to a number of Arab 
royal families. 

This year the Foreign Ministry 
has already issued 15 permits and 
is expected to grant more than 30, 
said one wildlife official in the 
southern city of Karachi. 

Government officials and wild- 
life officials are screeching. 

“We have complained to the 
government that we cannot pro- 
tect the bird unless a total ban is 


applied,” said Syed Qabool 
Muhammad Shah, minister for 
agriculture and wildlife in the 
southern province of Sind. 

Arab sheikhs receive permits 
from the central government in 
Islamabad each year despite the 
ban, Mr. Shah complained during 
a recent visit to the Khar centre 
of the Khirthar National Park, 75 
kilometre west of Karachi. 

The bird, already hunted out of 
existence in the Middle East,- 
canid be extinct in Pakistan with- 
in a few years unless the hunting 
is stopped, said an official of the 
local Society for the Conservation 
and Protection of Environment 
(SCOPE). 

One district magistrate in Sind 
issued a one-month ban on all 
hunting in his region this month 
after the Foreign Ministry issued 
a permit to Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Khaied Al Nahayan of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
His bag was limited to 200 birds. 

The ministries of environment 
and of food and agriculture have 
sent reports to prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif requesting a com- 
plete five-year ban on houbara 
bustard hunting. 

Local estimates placed the 
houbara bustard population at 
7,500 in 1992, compared with 
22,000 in 1983 when the ban was 
first imposed. 

“The houbara bustard has 
some special qualities,*’ Abrar 
Hussain Mirza, conservator of 
wildlife in Sind, said. 

“The bird eats the ephedra 
plant in central Baluchistan pro- 
vince before flying to Sind, Ms. 
Mirza said. “The plant may be a 
sex stimulant because men can 
get quite a kick out of eating it. 


But we have not conducted any 
research to prove it.” 

Hunting of the bustard is ex- 
tremely popular in remote 
Baluchistan, where one royal 
family has even built a private 
airfield to facilitate hunting trips. 

Mr. Shah complained of a lack 
of coordination among the pro- 
vinces of Punjab, Baluchistan and 
Sind to implement the ban. 

Hie minister said his depart- 
ment bad increased vigilance at 
Karachi airport, from where live 
birds are smuggled to the Gulf 
where they fetch up to $750 each. 

At least 1,500 birds were seized 
in 1992, and some were freed in 
Khirthar National Park, Mr. 
Shah said. 

Last November, officials 
■arrested seven Qatar nationals 
and seized five falcons and sever- 
al houbara in Thatta in southern 
Pakistan. The Qataris were re- 
leased after payment of a $3,000 
fine for hunting bustard and 
keeping falcons. 

Mr. Shah said the Sind govern- 
ment had proposed raising the 
fine to 5,000 rupees from 1,500 
per bird and a year’s imprison- 
ment at present. 

He said he had received uncon- 
firmed reports that poach e d birds 
were now being smuggled to the 
Gulf from ports along the 
Baluchistan coast. 

One reason the central govern- 
ment may be reluctant to halt the 
hunting is money, said a banker 
at state-run United Bank. 

This sport of princes swells 
Pakistan's meagre foreign ex- 
change reserves each spring. One 
smallish hunting party of 20 peo- 
ple, including cooks, drivers and 
falconers, can spend up to 
$500,000 to kill 200 birds in a 


single week, the banker said. 

The bird is also a source o' 
“houbara diplomacy” — streng- 
thening ties with the Gulf coun- 
tries, he said. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mohammad Stddiauc.- 
Khan Kanju and Information 
Minister Abdul Sattar Lalika toll ! 
editors last week in Islamabad 
that media campaigns agamsr 
bustard hunting had embarrassed 
the government and asked them 
to halt bad publicity about the 
Arab royal families. 

The government fears th* 1 
media furore could threaten tie: 
with Gulf countries, newspaper.-; 
reported. 

UAE Culture Minister Kbalfar- 
Bin Mohammad Al Round thi:: 
month said the aim 'of the roye - . 
huntsmen was not to kill. 

“The houbara hunting is done 
as a sport for which falcons are 
used and no shooting is in- 
volved,” Mr. Al Roumi tokl 
Pakistan’s official APP new;, 
agency 

“If houbara hunting were the 
objective, Siberia would havr 
been a much better place where 
these birds originate and arc- 
found in abundance,” he said. He 
offered UAE help to Pakistan to 
protect the houbara bustard. 

Witnesses say the hunt is excit- 
ing. The houbara bustard, a 
large, brownish bird that looks 
rather like a Turkey and can have 
a wing span of up to 2.5 metres, 
swerves, dodges and dives tr 
evade the falcon. 

“It is a very clever bird and this 
makes for good sport,” said one 
wildlife official. “It is not an easv 
prey.” 


WITH BEST COMPLEMENTS 
ON 

India’s 44th 
Republic Day 

Yousef Al Akkad & Sons Co . 


CONGRATULATIONS 

MUHMUDAL - SAHIU AND PARTNERS GENERAL 
CONTRACTING COMPANY ( MAS ). 

SILVER STAR INTERNATIONAL Est (SSI). 

(Mahmo ud AL - Sah/OSons)^ 

We extend our deepest felicitations for our friendly country INDIA 
and wishing tiie Indian people every progress on the occasion of the 
44th Republic DAY 

M. AL- Sahili 



OPEN 
HOUSE 

On Friday January 29th thru Sunday 31 st 1 993, from 1 0 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

A collection of uniquely hand crafted home furnishing 
fashion accessories and traditional products: 
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At Jordan River Designs showroom , Jabal Weibdeh, near the former 
Civil Defence . For more information , please call 628760 or 656872. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
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i CROWN i 

1 „ ICTHL EST. I 
1 Packing, shipping, s 

■ forwarding, storage, B 
§ clearing, door-to-door § 
service 




Iqia diah AajlUj 

UBGBmunB0BI&5E 


YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Brandws af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 
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Swefiefr telr 823891 


4 RENT & SALE 

-- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 610520 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT) 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 

(Open IL30-330 & 6M-H30 tfafly \ 

Taka away b avaDabta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
pfel 681922, Amman 

Once Tested 
jj t, Alwqjs Lcvcd 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MffNRNff 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -ti. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Tbwards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ot China. 
Prepared by oar 
PKituxy chefs 
Open dally lor 
lunch & dinner 
Ttic nay services 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Ministry o! Trade 
& Industrial RcL 
TeL 667755 



' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 ‘Midnight > 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isl Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TUnivaykavtiUbta 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 636968 




SIIIRN NATIONAL 
Rent a Car 



Safety find Style 

® 694-882 




CfiiVia 

Towio 
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Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarynow has its own. 

Where you can ejq^^the most exquisite 
Chinese dish^. ^;ktf%h, £nd dinner. 

AH China 
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at the Amrhari^Pl^a Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAItWTEL 
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Amman -Tel, 668 193 -■ 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Trio Krisola 
al KTTATMA bar 

&30 pan -L30 sum 
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French 


[£uisinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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Gafoatini, Seles, Graf, 

Sanchez Vicario in semifinals 


MELBOURNE (AP) - Third- 
seeded Gabriela Sabatini had to 
slave off three match points be- 

- lore she downed 18-year-old 
Mary Pierce of Prance 4-6, 7-6 

- (14*i2). 6-0 in the quarterfinals of 
the Australian Open. 

In a nailbiting match, the lanky 

• Argentine overcame seven ser- 

• vice breaks to oust the 10th- 

- seeded Pierce, who was playing 

' her first Australian Open. 

The match did not gel under' 
v.i’.y until nearly 11 p.m. because 

• :■ men's doubles match went more 
■ than five hours and delayed the 
start of the night programme. 

- Saba t ini's hard-fought, nearly 
three-hour victory came on a day 
when ail the women favourites 
smuggled but won. 

Two-time defending champion 
Nionica Seles, the top seed, won a 

- v. it of attrition to oust unseeded 

' Julie Halard of France 6-2, 6-7 

(5-7), 6-0. She now will play 
Sibatini. 

Second-seeded Graf of Ger- 
many beat No. 7 Jennifer Cap- 
riati 7-5. 6-2. In the semifinals, 
•the German will go against No. 4 
/irantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain, who edged error-prone 
Mary Joe Fernandez, the fifth 
seed, 7-5. 6-4. 

Both Capriati and Fernandez, 
the last two American hopes in 
the women's draw, led by a ser- 
vice break in each set. 

!n the men's quarterfinals 
Wednesday. No. 1 Jim Courier 
plays No. 7 Petr Korda. No. 2 
Stefan Edberg faces unseeded 
Christian Bergstrom in an all- 
5 vede matchup. No. 3 Pete Sam- 
pras meets unseeded Brett Steven 
□f New Zealand, and No. 11 Guy 
forget takes on No. 14 Michael 
Siicn. 

Pierce used her all-around 
game, particularly a ferocious 
forehand, to take advantage of 
the inconsistent serve that has 
bethered Sabatini since a warmup 
tournament, breaking her seven 
times. 

Seles, the top seed, had been 
virtually untouchable, losing only 
eight games in four matches be- 
fore running into the 29th-ranked 
Halard. who was playing in the 
quarterfinals of a Grand Slam for 
the first time in 23 tries. 

! ialard appeared to be unfazed 







(1991 titie-bolders AJ Orthodox! 


Germany's Steffi Graf is in fad stretch after hitting a backhand to 
Jennifer Capriati of the U.S.fAFP photo) 

from the beginning by Seles’ bar- service game and won only three 
rage of blistering eroundstrokes. points in the last three games. 

Seles looked as" if she would “The. first break helped a lot." 

overwhelm Halard quickly, Seles said, 'it set the tonne for 
breaking to go up 4-2, then t * ie s®*-" 
finishing off the first set in 28 Halard said she thought she 
minutes when Halard was broken had a chance to win after taking 
again on four errors. the second set. 

But Halard refused to fold. “But I was tired physically and 
taking advantage of her first * couldn’t move anymore.” she 

opportunity to break Seles to go said. “When I lost the first game 

up 4-3. She served for the second (of the third set), I knew it would 

set at 5-4, only to have Seles be very hard to win another 

break to even the match. game. I had no more legs to do 

Seles held, then had triple that. She was cool ajid relaxed, 
match point at 040 in the next She fought a lot. There was press- 
game. The gutsy Halard pounded ur ® a U the time." 
two service winners, sandwiched The Capriati -Graf confronta- 
around a good volley that Seles tion, a rematch of the gold-medal 

hit long. After Seles netted a match that the 16-year-old Amer- 

backhand. Halard blasted an ace lean won last year at the Barcelo- 

to force the tiebreaker. na Olympics, featured two of the 

Halard never trailed in the game’s hardest hitters. Capriati 
tiebreaker, finishing it off on her appeared to wea r dow n as she 
second set point with a forehand was forced to run from comer to 
crosscourt winner. comer. 


Seles then moved into top gear, 
and Halard started showing the 
results of the sideiine-to-sideline 
running she was forced to do to 
keep up with Seles early. 

Seles moved ahead 15-40 in the 
first game of the third set. Halard 
was called for a foot fault, then 
double-faulted to hand the game 
to Seles. 

That seemed to deflate the 
heavy underdog, who double- 
faulted twice more in her las* 



service game and won only three 
points in the last three games. 

“The. first break helped a lot." 
Seles said. "It set the tonne for 
the set." 

Halard said she thought she 
had a chance to win after taking 
the second set. 

“But I was tired physically and 
I couldn't move anymore." she 
said. “When I lost the first game 
(of the third set), I knew it would 
be very hard to win another 
game. I had no more legs to do 
that. She was cool apd relaxed. 
She fought a lot. There was press- 
ure all the time." 

The Capriati -Graf confronta- 
tion, a rematch of the gold-medal 
match that the 16-year-old Amer- 
ican won last year at the Barcelo- 
na Olympics, featured two of the 
game's hardest hitters. Capriati 
appeared to wear down as she 
was forced to ran from comer to 
comer. 

"That was pretty hard." she 
said. “The only time I've ever hit 
that hard was against Monica 
(Seles) two years ago at the U.S. 
Open. It was real intense." 

Capriati came out strong, 
breaking serve in the first game, 
but Graf — cheered by an entire 
section of German fans — re- 
bounded to even the score at 2-2 
when Capriati hit four balls into 
the net. 

The set appeared to be heading 
for a tiebreaker with Capriati 
serving at 5-6 when Graf elevated 
her play a notch. She stroked a 
forehand crosscourt service re- 
turn for a winner, then undiarac- 
teristicallyT charged the net three 
times.-wdmmig each-point.-- »-• 

Capriati, . showing the cqjn- 
eback ability she demonstrated so 
well in her last three matches, 
broke Graf to go ahead 2-1 in the 
second set, but the German ran 
off die next five games to finish 
off the match. 

“I think it was a really good 
match, especially in the first set," 
Graf said. "There weren’t really 
many mistakes. We both went for 
our shots. 

“I kept her running around. 

' She was veiy tired by the begin- 
ning of the second set. It was just 
impossible for her to keep hitting 
like that constantly." 

Capriati had 41 forced errors to 
Grafs 17. revealing the pressure 
that Graf kept her under. 


1st Division Basketball Championship 


Orthodoxi upset Ahli 84-81; 
Jazireh secure 3rd place 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Orthodoxi 
Tuesday needed an overtime 
to overcome all-time rivals Al 
Ahli 84-81 and force a third 
deciding match for the 1992 
First Division Basketball 
Championship title. 

The match, held under the 
patronage of Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Ai'sha Bint A! 
Hussein was attended by an 
unprecedented 7000 basketball 
fans. It was one of the most 
competitive both teams have 
played throughout their 
decade-long rivalry. 

Had Al Ahli won they would 
have taken the trophy home as 
they had defeated Al Orthodo- 
xj 68-65 in the first round. 
However. Al Orthodoxi's win 
means that both teams are now 
even and will play a deriding 
match Friday to determine the 
1992 champion. 

The maidi went into over- 
time after the second half en- 
ded with the scoreboard show- 
ing a 75-75 tie which Al Ortho- 
doxi managed to secure in the 
final seconds. 

Waleed Badran led Al Ahli 
to an early lead at the begin- 
ning of the first half, followed 
by two three-pointers by Mar- 
wan Ma’touq that gave Al Ahli 
only 5 slim- T2-1 \ fead that 

seemed to somewhat predict 


that the match would be a very 
dose one. 

Al Ahli's Naser Bushnaq se- 
cured rebounding as his team 
kept the lead 20-15. However 
Al Orthodoxi's Barakat 
brothers, Hilal and Murad 
scored 15 consecutive points, 
including 3 three-pointers by 
Murad giving their team a 30- 
24 lead. 

Scoring remained close with 
Al Ahli regaining the lead at 
36-32 after Badran successfully 
penetrated Al Orthodoxi's de- 
fences and burdened their 
players with many fouls. 

Al Ahli kept their lead at 
40-36 after a slam dunk by 
Ramez Hammoudeh. Yousef 
Zaghloul lost seme foul shots 
while Hilal Barakat scored to 
end the first half 41-40 for Al 
Orthodoxi. 

Al Ahli seemed to lose their 
energy and rhythm at the be- 
ginning of the second half. Al 
Orthodoxi led 45-44 as their 
undisputed stars, the Barakat 
brothers, scored ten points to 
give their team a commanding 
54-44 lead. 

Al Orthodoxi widened their 
lead to 67-53. Meanwhile Al 
Ahli regained their teamwork 
effort as Ma'touq, Badran and 
Samir Murqus scored to nar- ' 
row the gap to 72-66 with J 4 , 
minute remaining. Ahli substi- 
tute Sami Sa'aduldln scored 


but Al Orthodoxi led 74-70. 

Al Ahli's undisputed star 
Matouq had not given up as he 
scored a three-pointer fol- 
lowed by two free throws to 
give bis team a 75-74 lead with 
15 seconds remaining. Al 
Orthodoxi tied after Muntaser 
Abul Tayyeb scored from a 
technical foul on Marwan Al 
Saeedi. 

As the match went into over- 
time Al Orthodoxi played with 
greater concentration and took 
advantage of free throws to 
lead 80-75. A! Ahli tied after a 
three-pointer by Ma'touq. 

Al Orthodoxi again took the 
lead after Amjad Al Tan bom- 
scored, while Al Ahli played 
hastily and lost the chance to 
equalise and possibly win. Al 
Orthodoxi scored a very pre- 
cious 84-81 win. 

Both teams will now clash 
again Friday Jan. 29 at the 
Sports Palace Court. 

Al Jazireh on the other hand 
won third place as they edged 
out competition from Al Hus- 
sein and Al Jalil. 

Al Hussein earned fourth 
place after overcoming Al 
Watani 98-97 in double over- 
time. 

Al Abbasi and Homentmen 
were relegated to the second 
division while two new-comers 
Al Wffaq.raqd Al Ashrafikh 
joined the First Division. « 





France’s Dtdier Anriol in a Toyota Celica during 
the 16th special stage at the Monte Carlo Rally 
(AFP photo) 


Italian rally driver MDti Biasion is second in the 
overall sta n d ing s behind Francois Deteconr (AFP 
photo) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


DUCK SOUP 


Nnrih-Soulh vulnerable. East 

■Ic.iL-i. 

NORTH 

* A K 9 5 2 
' 10 

: A 9 4 

* K 987 

WEST EAST 

•> Q J 10 4 3 086 
6-1 AKQ732 

10 6 '8 7 5 3 

A .1 5 2 +10 

SOUTH 

* 7 

7 J 9 8 5 
: K Q J 2 
*Qfl4 3 

'Hie bidding: 

EesI South West North 

2 Pans 8 : Dbi 

Pass 3 . Pass 3 * 

:$ NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Sis of T 
Lines of communication are often 
. vJ-nUnl. for both declarer and the 
•Ufender! Many battles over the 
;rnpn baize involve complicated 
■tr.uvgy in maintain or break the 
links between hanck but once in a 
-vhile the correct play is so uiraple it 
n easy to overlook. Consider this 
■uml from the recent Spring North 
umriran Championships in Pasn- 
'•■nn, Calif. 

Sitting East was former Europe- 


an chan), jinn Per-0!ov Sundelin of 
Sweden. His opening two-diamond 
bid showed a weak two in one of the 
majors, a convention very papular 
in Europe. West’s two-heart re- 
sponse directed East to pass if the 
opening bid showed a heart suit, 
otherwise tn correct to two spades. 
The rest of the aucliun was natural. 

Let's suppose East were to win 
the heart opening lead. Whether or 
not East were to continue with 
hearts, declarer con always make 
the contract by taking advantage of 
the favorable lie in clubs. When the 
ten of clubs drops under the queen, 
the Principle nf Restricted Choice 
suggests declarer finesse West far 
the jack —the ten is more likely to be 
a singleton than specifically from -J 
lfi doubletun. That would give de- 
clarer two spade (ricks, four dia- 
monds and three clubs. 

Unfortunately- South was given 

no chance to display any skill at 
dummy play— Sunddin ducked (he 
first heart and declarer had scored a 
cheap heart trick. However, declarer 
had only seven fast tricks— four din- 
moods, tw.-» spades and the heart. As 
siHin a*. West gained the lead with 
the ace of clubs, a heart return 
would permit East to cash five heart 
tricks for a two-trick set. 



Mutt c n’Jeff 




are able to utilize lessons you have 
learned in the past to benefit you 
very modi now so don't ran away 
from problems for you will solve 
them wefl. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22. to 
July 21) You are thinking about 

S ur material affaire and how to 
ve more of this world's goods 
than you have at present which is a 
good idea now. 

LEO:- (Jnly 22 to August 21) You 
are tied down to getting personal 
wishes done during the daytime so 
get into them with vigour and 
tonight you find a solution to per- 
plexing issues. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are pondering during the 
day why you have not advanced 


them and tonight put in effect wffc. 
enthusiasm. _ * 

CAPRICORN: (December 22-tcr 
January 20) This is the day tonutke 
a list of your various activitiesaed- 
get one who has made a successor 
ttK^ directions to advise you bow 
best to handle them. 

AQUARIUS: (J anuary 21 to FebhK 
ary 19) A generous minded associ- 
ate you have known for sometime 
will extend you assistance you df* 
sire and tonight entertain that per- 
son at your best. - i- 

PtSCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Your surroundings can be im- 
proved today and tonight by 
adding more colour, beauty and 
efficiency to them antf tonighteo- 
joy them, desired recreations.-:.-- 



“They say green M&M’s make you 
more romantic! Come on r 
have another? 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prkrt answer here: Af TM III] 

(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles; AUGUR TRUTH CARBON FORGEH 

I Answer The way it is with many a borrower — 

TOUCH AND GO 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Harry Bryan 


ACROSS 
1 Vacation Island 
near Venezuela 
6 Procedure 
10 Wood fasteners. 

14 Washbowl of 

15 bank's hood 
18 Aweather 

appostte 

17 Lend — (Baton] 

18 Length times 
width 

19 Queue 

20 Notepaper 

22 Grade 

23 Large tub 

24 Effectively 


aaaa 


i ammaa 
ami and 


ilSI aaaHuaaaa 


nnnn nnnn 
gnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn hdbg 
nnnegnnnnn nnnn 
nnnon 

nnnnao nnnn 
gnnn nnnn nnnnn 

nnnnra nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn 
•^Unn nnnn 
nnno nnnnnnnnnn 
nSSS nnmnn 
HroSS pninn nnnnn 
LGjhhei nnnn nnnn 


B4 Dapper 

DOWN 

1 Oh. woal 

2 Speak - 
vehemently 

3 Eye layer . 

4 Tempo • 


3 

33 

swan 44 — Pares 

34 Door part 45 Greek 

35 Kind of test phUoeophaa 

36AC0ty 46 Washout . 

38 To a lower level 47 FBmdom's 
41 -French king - - .Garaon . . 
42 Nbtsd one, once 46 War god 


4? randoms . 54 Admonition - 



5FC, 
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Financial Jo r* !f ^ kes 

— In ccHop wa t iu j u wteh 

markets ■ _ _ - 

Cairo Amman Bank 

OA P a ttnr in to t na rttonri Markets 



Ne»y<Mfc 

ClOAE. 

*** 25/1/93 

Tokyo 

Cto&L 

** 26/.1/93 

1.5575 

1.5612 

1.5770 

1.5773 

1.4465 

1.4473 

5.3325 

5.3375 ** 

123.45 

123.90 

1.2440 

1.2417 ** 


1 USD ftr 8TC ‘ 

M Smrmpmm Opoio* 8c« 


M/1/93 


Cnnrncy 



Swiss Franc 


FVcncfa Franc 


European Currency Unit 


1 I MTU 

3 MTHS 


\mwm 

RIFE 

1.3% 

7.06 

6.65 

6.43 

S.62 

8.37 

8.0 / 1 

7.48 

5.31 

5.37 

5.31 

S.18 

12.13 

.11.70 

10.50 

9.30 

3.56 

3.43 

3.38 

3.31 

9.69 

9.69 

9.50 

8.81 


i caciMtini: U-S. Mn LMNUBOor eqnlnkaL. 


is 26/1/93 


Metal 


Metal 

USD/Or 

JD/Gn l 

Gold 

329.25 

6.45 

SSver 

3.70 

■mi 



Belgian Franc 


0.02042 


0.020SZ 


Data: 26/1/93 



Greek Drachma* 

0.3200 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4450 




Banking Sector 

141.99 

139.40 

Insurance Seder 

212.46 

208.67 ' 

Industry Sector 

262.36 

261.16 

Services Sector 

255.50 

254.82 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One U.S. dollar 1.2718/23 Canadian dollar 


One sterling 
One omioe of gold 


Cinema 


1.2718/23 

Canadian dollar 

1.5768/78 

Deutsche marks 

1.7720/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.4518/28 

Swiss francs 

32.45/49 

Belgian francs 

5.3320/70 

French francs 1 

1447/1452 

Italian lire 

123.75/80 

Japanese yen 

7.0650/750 

Swedish crowns 

6.6900/7000 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0600/700 

Danish crowns 

1.5410/20 



$329.20/329.70 


Tel: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 


BODYGUARD 

Shows 1130. 3:15. 6M. 130^lft30 
Free Car Parking 



Tuesday Ja 
of the new 


5th marks the opening 
re .season presenting: 

ifh’iinQalmh) 


at 8:30 p-m, 

& office open aU day 


Sears plans 

50.000 
job cuts 

CHICAGO (AP) — ‘ Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. says it will cut 
about 50,000 full- and part-time 
jots, close 113 stores and shut 
down its “big book" catalog in its 
most drastic move yet to revital- 
ise its retailing business. 

Sears also said Monday it 
would discontinue some of its 
auto-repair services and sell a 
chain of women's apparel stores. 
Eliminating the catalog also 
means closing some 2,000 Sears 
catalog stores, most owned by 
independent retailers. 

The cuts are the deepest Sears 
has made in the four years since 
the company began overhauling 
its merchandising group to com- 
bat declining sales and market 
share. Sears estimated the moves 
would save it $300 million a year. 

The austerity measures were 
more severe than most retail in- 
dustry analysts expected, promp- 
ting praise for Arthur Martinez, 
the former Saks Fifth Avenue 
executive brought in by Sears 
Chairman Edward Brennan last 
August to revive the retailing 
unit. 

“We have tried to attack all our 
nonperforming businesses, non- 
performLig locations and non- 
strategic assets and to deal with 
them at one time," Mr. Martinez 
said m an interview. “I would like 
to believe this is a foil and com- 
plete resolution of all of our 
major problems." 

Sears said it would eliminate 

16.000 full-time jobs and 34,000 
part-time jobs within the Sears 
merchandise group, which runs 
the company's 859 stores, the 
catalog and Sears credit opera- 
tions. The unit employs nearly 
350,-000 of Sears' 435.000 work- 
ers, about 112,000 of them as 
full-timers. 

The company said it will take a 
$1.97 billion after-tax charge in 
the just-ended fourth quarter to 
cover the costs of the cuts. Sears 
said all of the changes should be 
completed by early 1994. an esti- 
mate analysts called optimistic. 


Rouble plunges to 568 to dollar 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Fear of 
hyperinflation sent the rouble 
spinning to a new low in Moscow 
Tuesday, increasing the cost of 
imported goods and threatening 
to punch a hole in a groaning 
budget deficit. 

Traders at Moscow's tiny inter- 
bank currency exchange drove 
the rouble down to 568 to the 
dollar at a longer than usual 
session of more than an hour. A 
record $84.83 million changed 
hands. 

The currency had traded at 493 
per dollar at the previous session 
Thursday and at 417 at the start 
of the year. 

“We thought (the rouble) 
would fall a little, but not by this 
much,” said an exchange spokes- 
man. 

Economists said the rouble's 
fall would push the price of im- 
ports up. If the government con- 
tinued subsidising some imports 
by offering importers cash at a 
special exchange rate, govern- 
ment spending and the budget 
deficit would both soar. 

The old Soviet rouble, still 
used in most former Soviet re- 
publics, is not freely convertible 
on world markets. 

But twice weekly sessions on 
the Moscow exchange gives some 
60 banks limited opportunities to 


buy and sell dollars. The Russian 
central bank uses the rate set on 
the exchange as its semi-fixed 
“market rate.” 

“If the central bank buys dol- 
lars at the market rate it will 
make it more expensive for Rus- 
sia to service foreign debt,” said 
one Western economist. 

Dealers said banks had 
dumped the rouble on fears that a 
huge injection of central bank 
cash in December would turn 
Russia’s already high inflation 
into hyperinflation. 

Russian prices rose over 2,200 
per cent in 1992. Weekly inflation 
rates rose further this month after 
the central bank pumped an esti- 
mated one trillion roubles into 
the economy. 

A senior government official 
said last week that inflation might 
reach 50 per cent in January. 

Economists say this rate means 
a country has crossed the 
threshold to hyperinflation, when 
prices rise a staggering 10,000 per 
cent a year and money loses 
virtually all value. 

“I am convinced that today for 
the Russian government, for par- 
liament and. most important, for 
the central bank, the key task is 
to rein in inflation." Deputy 
Prime Minister Anatoly Chubais 
told a news conference. 

Government officials, includ- 


ing new chief economic strategist 
Boris Fyodorov, have said curb- 
ing inflation and supporting the 
rouble are the government's key 
priorities. 

But efforts to slow monetary 
growth to drive inflation down 
face strong opposition from Rus- 
sia's free-spending central bank, 
which is controlled by a conserva- 
tive parliament anxious to index 
wage and pension rates to infla- 
tion. 

Russia this week said it was 
issuing new banknotes to run in 
parallel with the old notes, vir- 
tually all of which still bear the 
hameme and sickle emblem of 
the former Soviet Union. 

The central bank said the new 
notes aimed to crack down on 
forgery. But the decision ro bring 
in new banknotes inevitably 
fueled rumours that Russia plan- 
ned to introduce its own national 
currency to replace the rouble. 

The central bank press office 
was not available to comment on 
the rumours. 

The former Soviet government 
sparked mass panic in January 
1991 when it suddenly withdrew 
50 and 100 rouble banknotes 
from circulation in what it said 
was a bid to clamp down on black 
marketeers. 

The move undermined public 
confidence in the rouble and 


Moscow is still swept by occasion- 
al rumours that the Russian gov- 
ernment is planning a similar 
move. 

A newspaper reported recently 
that the central bank chief has 
urged a wage freeze for Russian 
workers, adding his influential 
voice to demands that the govern- 
ment slow down its economic 
reforms. 

Viktor Gerashchenko, in a 
newspaper interview, predicted 
tougher times ahead but said faith 
in capitalism was growing. He 
asserted the government could 
prop up state-run factories with- 
out sacrificing the reforms. 

"The near-term prospects are 
not very cheerful," Mr. Gerash- 
chenko told the pro-reform daily 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta. “The year 
1993 has inherited a host of finan- 
cial problems and the current 
trend appears to be toward a 
worsening of these problems." 

Mr. Gerashchenko had been at 
odds with former acting prime 
minister Yegor Gaidar, the 
architect of Russia's reforms who 
was replaced last month by 
Soviet-style industrialist Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. 

Mr. Gerashchenko, who once 
ran the Soviet Central Bank, 
appeared to side closer with Mr. 
Chernomyrdin on the issue of 
easier credit for industries. He 


expressed support for freezing 
wages and prices. 

“In the near term, say during 
this winter, we will have to... 
voluntarily freeze incomes and 
the prices of certain categories of 
goods," he said. “If we freeze 
prices for three or four months, 
the public will rest assured that 
the prices won't go up and that 
they don't have to hoard." 

He also suggested raising in- 
terest rates at the state savings 
bank to compensate depositors 
for losses due to inflation and the 
falling value of the rouble. 

The current interest rate on 
savings deposits is between 20 per 
cent and 80 per cent, depending 
on the type and amount of de- 
posit. But it's still far less\than 
inflation, which hit about 2.000 
per cent last year. 

Siding with Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin, Mr. Gerashchenko said the 
government should focus on 
boosting industrial production 
with loans or subsidies, both for 
state-run and private businesses. 

“The stereotype of a capitalist 
as a bum drawing an unearned 
income and enjoying a daily diet 
of caviar is beginning to dis- 
appear.” the ex-communist said. 
“The image now is more like that 
' of a hard-working person who 
multiplies his own wealih as well 
as the nation's." 


Britain cuts interest rates to lowest since ’77 


LONDON (R) — Britain slashed 
its interest rates to the lowest 
level for 15 years Tuesday in a bid 
to haul the economy firmly out of 
the longest recession since the 
1930s and contain soaring unem- 
ployment. 

The one percentage point cut 
to six per cent took many eco- 
nomists by surprise, both for its 
size and timing. 

Industrialists who had been 
pleading for a reduction in the 
cost of borrowing welcomed the 
move but some said it was not 
enough to ensure real growth in 
an economy plagued by slumping 
property prices and the worst 
jobless rate for almost six years. 1 

“It shows they have taken the 
initiative and responded to fragile 



Cinema Tel: 

PHILADELPHIA 


Danny Glover — in 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 

Shows: I2J0. 3:30. 6:15. &30. 10:30 



THE BUGS BUNNY 


Nabll & Hisham Theatre 

Daily presents at 8:30 p.m, (except Satur- 
. days and Sundays). 

‘ Extra show Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

“Welcome New World Order Play/93“ 

In a new form. 

Box office opens daily for booking and reservation. 



data, and shows they are trying to 
ensure the economy doesn't go 
back into recession." said Gerard 
Lyons, chief economist at DKB 
International. “But I still think 
they will have to take further 
action to guarantee recovery." 

Interest rates have now fallen 
by four percentage points since 
Britain was forced last September 
to withdraw sterling from the 
constraints of managed exchange 
rates in the European Commun- 
ity’s currency grid. Tuesday's re- 
duction took the cost of borrow- 
ing to its lowest level since . 
November 1977. 

The pound tumbled on foreign 
currency exchanges, dropping 
three pfennings against the mark 
to 2.4250 marts and nearly three 
cents against the dollar to around 
S1.5390T 


Shares soared, with the Finan- 
cial Times-StOck Exchange index 
of 100 leading stocks climbing 55 
points after the announcement by 
the Bank of England to 2.827 at 
noon. 

The centra] bank signalled the 
rate cut by reintroducing its mini- 
mum lending rate, a technical 
move which made it dear that 
commercial banks had to follow 
suit. Within minutes, British 
banks and building societies re- 
duced their lending rates to cus- 
tomers and homeowners. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont said the cut was 
“appropriate" given recent data 
indicating weak consumer de- 
mand and falling house prices. 
Because inflation was under con- 
trol on both the wages and prices 
front, lower rates could be man- 


aged, he said. 

Recovery from the two-year- 
long recession is taking longer 
than Prime Minister John Major's 
government had expected. 
Almost three million Britons — 
10.5 per cent of the workforce — 
are without a job, a huge political 
embarrassment for Mr. Major 
who told voters in general elec- 
tions last April that economic 
recovery was just around the 
corner. 

The rate cut received a luke- 
warm welcome from the opposi- 
tion Labour Party. It did not add 
up to an economic scrategy to 
deal with rising unemployment 
and still-foiling investment, said 
the party's economics spokes- 
man, Gordon Brown. 

The next interest-rate re due- 


China construction boom 
sends cement prices soaring 


BEIJING (R) — China's con- 
struction boom has caused such 
demand for materials that the 
price of cement has quadrupled in 
some places and fights have 
broken out over supplies, an offi- 
cial newspaper has said. 

The article in the Economic 
Daily, the newspaper of the State 
Council (cabinet), is an admission 
that land speculation is leading to 
huge increases in the cost of basic 
materials. 

The front-page article is 
another sign of how concerned 
the leadership is about economic 
overheating. 

In some areas of Sichuan. Chi- 
na's most populous province, the 
price of cement has rocketed 
from 200 yuan a tonne ($35) to as 
much as 900 yuan a tonne ($160) 
in the course of several months, 
the newspaper said. 

At one cement factory the line 
of trucks waiting to load stretched 
five kilometres and drivers had to 
wait overnight for several days in 


a row to get their supplies. 

Police have bad to restore 
order in places where fights over 
cement have broken out. 

China has seen a tremendous 
boom in construction since para- 
mount leader Deng Xiaoping 
ordered faster economic growth 
last year. While the economy as a 
whole grew 12 per cent in 1992, 
the growth in construction was 
even more dramatic. 

Total investment in fixed assets 
grew by 36.8 per cent in 1992 over 
the previous year. Funds ear- 
marked for construction rose by 
44.8 per cent. 

Officials have started com- 
plaining that much growth is 
wasted, with localities planning 
projects simply to jump on the 
economic reform bandwagon 
without a thought for whether 
they are actually needed. 

“The scale of projects under 
construction is too big, the invest- 
ment structure is irrational, the 
investment efficiency is not en- 


couraging,” the State Statistical 
Bureau said in its latest “China 
Economic Developments" bulle- 
tin. “After die economic recti- 
fication there is a new round of 
high tide of investment." 

The Economic Daily criticised 
the rush to create special invest- 
ment zones, saying many were 
used simply for speculatiori. 

It said many projects had been 
halted because the developer 
could not afford the high cost of 
building materials. 

"It’s very easy for government 
departments simply to issue an 
over, hold a press conference and 
establish a development zone or 
an industrial zone,” it said. 

“Real estate moguls can also 
just speculate on land prices as if 
land were like srock certificates. 
But ‘development* will be just a 
dream if enterprises and business- 
men don't put- their money on 
real construction,” it pointed out. 


tion had been widely expected to 
take place nearer 10 the March 16 
annual budget and only a half 
percentage point cut was general- 
ly envisaged. But with annual 
core inflation at 3.7 percent. Mr. 
Lamont heeded the calls from 
businessmen that rates at seven 
per cent were onerous for a 
recession-gripped economy. 

There was a chink of light 
Monday when more than 1,000 
firms questioned in the latest 
quarterly survey by the Confed- 
eration of British Industry (CBi) 
said they believed they would 
emerge over the next four months 
from the recession. 

But the CBI said there needed 
to be a significant improvement 
in orders and output before there 
could be any certainty that the 
recession was coming to an end. 


Seoul cuts 

interest 

rates 

SEOUL ( AP) — South Korea cm 
its interest rates by up to two 
percentage points Tuesday, hop- 
ing to encourage investment by 
businesses suffering from interest 
costs among the highest in the 
world. 

The government said the wide- 
ly anticipated measure would 
stimulate the nation’s economy, 
which has veered off its high- 
speed course due to lack of Re- 
mand both at home and abroad 
for Korean products. 

The Korean economy grew 
only 2.8 per cent in the second 
half of last year, the lowest rate in 
12 years after annual growth of 
eight to nine per cent. 

The central bank cut its redis- 
count rate charged on loans to 
other banks from seven per cent 
to five or six per cent, depending 
on the type of loan. 


(CULTURAL SECTION) 
ANNOUNCE 

The starting of Italian language classes for foreigners 
(level 1 and 2) on Saturday, February 6th, 1993. 

45 hours, 3 times per week from 6.30 to 8.00 p.m. at the 
Terra Sancta College. Jabal Al Lwbdeih 

For Information and registration please call the 
Terra Sancta College (Ph. 622366) from 5.00 to 7.00 
p.m. or the Cultural Section of the Italian Embas- 
sy (Ph. 638185). 


The Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts has a secretarial 

post. 

The applicant should be a Jordanian citizen, fluent in both 
Arabic and English languages. Experience in computer is 
essential. 

Please send CV with two references to: 

The Jordan National Gallery 
P.O.Box 9068, Amman 

or directly to: 

The Jordan National Gaiie 


Tel. 630128, Amman 


REQUIRED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Executive secretary capable of handling secretarial work, 
fluent in English, and preferably German, to work for a 
Jordaniao-German company located on Mahatta Road, 
opposite Al Jamal Hour Mill. 

Those interested should submit handwritten applications 
in Arabic and English to: 

P.O.Box 593, Amman - Jordan 
giving telephone number. . 

All applications will be treated in strict confidence. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, two living rooms. Dining room, two 
bathrooms, two verandas, one glassed. It has T.V. and 
video player, washing machine, telephone, separate 
central heating and a garage. Furniture in excellent 
condition. Location between 4th and 5th Circles. 

For more information, please call owner 674286 


SMALL APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe, fully furnished apartment with 2 small 
bedrooms, 1 bathroom, kitchen with salon, 
sunny veranda, colour T.V., central heating, 
telephone, lift. Quiet residential & safe area. No 
water problem. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 5th Circle. 

Call tel.: 641345, from 8-10 a.m. & 4-8 p.m. 


ATTENTION ALL CAR-LOVERS! 

For sale to the highest bidder: 

Peugeot 304 in mint condition, 1974 make; converti- 
ble with hard top, metallic pink. 

For viewing, please contact Reem, tel.: 661014 
or/and send in your bids with your address to: 
Reem, P.O.Box 408, Amman, Jordan, 
by 15 February 1993. 


NEEDED FOR RENT FULL Y FURNISHED 

1 . A new, very deluxe villa or apartment. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
living room, salon, 2 or 3 bedrooms, dining room, a spacious 
kitchen, telephone and central heating. 

2. A new apartment consists of 2 bedrooms, living room, salon, 
dining room, 2 bathrooms, a spacious kitchen, telephone and 
central heating. 

Preferable areas are Shmeisani, near Wadi Saqra Circle and 

Abdoun. 

Please contact tel. 661155, from 8:30-1:00 and 330-6:00 pjn. 
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Croatians step up offensive 
in Serb-held Krajina enclave 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatian forces 
pressed ahead Tuesday with an 
offensive in the enclave of Kra- 
jina and Serb rebels massed for 
battle despite U.N. condemna- 
tion of the fighting. U.N. officials 
said Tuesday. 

"Despite Security Council de- 
mands for an immediate end to 
hostile activities by the Croatian 
army, it is continuing with 
attempts to take further positions 
and infiltrate forces beyond the 
current (front)." a U.N. peace' 
force spokeswoman said. 

Shannon Boyd of the U.N. 
Protection Force stationed in for- 
mer Yugoslavia said commanders 
of the Be l grade -backed Serb 
irregular forces based in Krajina's 
main city Knin "are continuing to 
move reinforcements forward." 

Croatian troops stormed over a . 
year-old U.N. ceasefire line on 
Friday with Lhe stated objective 
of dislodging Serbs from Kra- 
jina's western fringe, where they 
had blocked Croatia's main 
north-south highway and closed a 
major airport. 

But Mr. Boyd said Croatian 
forces appeared to be pushing 
beyond the U.N.-patrolled buffer 
zone between the Dalmatian 
coast and Krajina into the Serb- 
populated enclave proper. 

"Croatian army shelling has 
continued... in what appears to 
be a continuing attempt to move 
forward at various points along 
the confrontation line." she told 
Reuters. 

International pressure to end 
the fighting in former Yugoslavia 
was stepped up Tuesday and ac- 
tion on the battlefields appeared 

us! 

considers 

recognising 

Angola 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States is moving to- 
wards diplomatic recognition of 
the Angolan government for the 
first time, more than 17 years 
after the country gained its "inde- 
pendence. State Department offi- 
cials say. 

The subject will be discussed | 
later this week during a visit of 
Angolan Foreign Minister Vena- 
cio Da Moura. but it is not clear 
whether the establishment of re- 
lations will be announced. 

“The question of recognition is 
under active review” and is being 
given "serious consideration," a 
State Department official said 
Monday. 

Mr. Da Moura is expected to 
come from New York, where he 
has been consulting with U.N. 
officials. 

Angolan President Jose Eduar- 
do Dos Santos has appealed pub- 
licly for recognition and made his 
views known in a letter to the 
Ointon administration. 

The Angolan government had 
been considered a cold war 
adversary because of its close ties 
with the Soviet Union and Cuba. 
Between 1986 and 1991. 
Washington provided large-scale 
military aid to Angola's anti- 
communist rebel movement. 
Another rebel ally was South 
Africa. 

Mr. Dos Santos had the back- 
ing of 50.000 Cuban troops and 
was perhaps Moscow's closest 
ally in Africa. In recent years, 
however, he has become a mod- 
erate. shedding his leftist views. 

At the same time. U.S. good 
will toward the UNIT A rebels, 
known formally as the National 
Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola, has been dis- 
sipating. A preace agreement was 
signed in May 1991 but there has 
been intermittent fighting for the 
past three months — for which 
Washington has held UNIT A 
largely responsible. 

Delegations from the Angolan 
government and UNITA rebels, 
at war on several fronts at home, 
will fly to Addis Ababa Tuesday 
to discuss a ceasefire and the 
peace agreement they signed in 
May. 

Fierce battles were continuing 
in the central city of Huambo, the 
southern city of Menongue and 
Kuito in central Bio province, 
state-run radio said Monday 
nichl. 

Diplomats say the government, 
after losing ground to UNITA on 
the battlefield, had offered con- 
cessions to make the talks possi-' 
blc. It has agreed, for example, to 
put politicaf matters on the agen- 
da. 

The high-level negotiators are 
expected to gather in the Ethio- 
pian capital Tuesday along with 
U.N-. Russian. U.S'. and Portu- 
guese peace accord observers, 
diplomats and the radio said. 

"We're due to leave at noon." 
said a senior U.S. diplomat, “it 
looks like the meeting is on.” 
The radio said a ceasefire was a 
top priority for the talks but 
diplomats said an agenda had not 
been worked out. 


to ease after a whirlwind Croatian 
offensive. 

The Security Council deman-* 
ded the withdrawal of Croatian 
troops who struck Friday into the 
Serb-inhabited Krajina area of 
Croatia — protected by U.N. 
forces for the past year — and 
made key territorial gains, includ- 
ing a strategic airport. 

The Croats said they intended 
to push Serbs back from the 
Adriatic coast to a new ceasefire 
line. 

Any truce would be conditional 
on Serbs retreating 20 kilometres 
behind the previous year-old line, 
said Admiral Sveto Letica of the 
Croatian Navy. 

France Tuesday ordered its air- 
craft carrier Clemenceau to head 
for the Adriatic after two French 
U.N. soldiers were killed Mon- 
day by crossfire in fierce fighting 
for control of a U.N.-monitored 
buffer zone east of the port of 
Zadar. 

It said the move was designed 
"to ensure the security of the 
French forces." 

In a unanimous resolution, the 
Security Council demanded an 
immediate end to attacks on 
U.N. Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) troops and the immediate 
return of heavy weapons seized 
from UNPROFOR storage areas 
by Serbs in response to the Croa- 
tian offensive. 

Nearly 5,000 French soldiers 
are serving with UNPROFOR. 

The upsurge of fighting in 
Croatia threatened to undo 
peace talks in Geneva designed to 
end fighting in neighbouring Bos- 


U.N. and European Commun- 
ity mediators vowed to soldier on 
for a Bosnian settlement, hoping 
against hope that the fighting in 
Krajina will fizzle out, but re-' 
ported little progress. 

Conference Co-Chairman Lord 
Owen issued a strong warning 
Tuesday against any suggestion of 
ending an arms ban on former 
Yugoslavia on the grounds it 
would unleash wider violence 
across the region. 

Responding to reports that the 
new U.S. Clinton administration 
may consider lifting the embargo 
as an option in a Yugoslav policy 
review. Lord Owen told Reuters 
Television: “l will argue very 
strongly against it while there is 
any life in the negotiating pro- 
cess." 

Lord Owen said Croatia had 
been illegally rearming, adding: 
"If you lift the arms embargo, 
you've had a very good foretaste 
of what happens in Croatia." 

The areas east and south of the 
Croatian port of Zadar, where 
heavy fighting raged Monday af- 
ter Croatian forces captured 
Zemunik Airport, were reported 
by Croatirn and UNPROFOR 
officers to have been largely quiet 
overnight. 

Croatian military officials were 
taking journalists on a tour of the 
newly-captured areas Tuesday. 

In neighbouring Bosnia, where 
fighting in its three-sided civil 
war has raged with ne\v intensity 
in the past few 'days, there also, 
appeared to be a lull in overnight 
action. 

Snow-covered Sarajevo, the 
Serb-besieged capital, passed a 



Cosmonauts dock with Mir 

MOSCOW (R) — Two Russian cosmonauts docked with the 
orbiting space station Mir Tuesday, testing a manual docking 
system to be used in a joint mission with the United States 
planned for 1995. "Everything went without a hitch." an official 
at Moscow ground control said after Gennady Manakov and 
Alexander Poleshchuk had linked their Soyuz TM-16 spacecraft 
with Mir. The two men used a recently-installed docking node on 
Soyuz and a similar one on Kristall. a module in the Mir complex. 
The system was last used in 1975 during the U.S.-Soviet joint 
Soyuz-Apollo mission. It is also due to be used when the U.S. 
space shuttle docks with Mir in a new collaboration scheduled for 
1995. 

Europeans leave Togo after bloodbath 

LOME (R) — Two European ministers whose peace mission to 
Togo ended in a bloodbath flew back to Paris Tuesday as 
opponents of President Gnassingbe Eyadema counted their dead. 
The envoys had a "cold and frank” discussion at the airport with 
pro-Eyadema Foreign Minister Ouattara Natchaba, Western 
diplomatic sources said. French Cooperation Minister Marcel 
Debarge and Helmut Schaefer, the German minister of state for 
foreign affairs, were shown 12 bodies Monday night, hours after 
security forces opened fire on demonstrators. By Tuesday 
morning, relief agencies, doctors and relatives put the death toll 
at between 14 and 20 with at least 25 injured, all with bullet 
wounds. Some of the injured were taken to neighbouring Ghana 
by friends and relatives fearing for their safety in government 
hospitals, medical sources said. The Interior Ministry, controlled 
by General Eyadema, claimed Monday that only two people had 
died, one of them a policeman. This version was soon exposed as 
absurd after the visiting ministers toured Lome's main morgue 
and saw the bodies of seven people killed by bullets. Five more 
were laid out for their inspection at the house of Archbishop 
Philippe Krodzro. president of Togo's interim parliament. 

S. African police fail to find graves 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Police hunted for mass graves 
Tuesday, but failed to find anything despite new claims by an 
ex-cop that detainees were tortured and killed at police stations. 
Using an earth mover, police dug a hole the size of a car just 
outside the police station near Carletonville. 60 kilometres west of 
Johannesburg. Johnny Mokaleng. a black ex-policeman, directed 
police to the spot, saying he helped bury a black detainee shot at 
the station by another officer in 1989. Nfokaleng. accompanied by 
his lawyer and dozens of journalists, had guided police to an 
alleged mass grave on a farm Monday night northwest of 
Johannesburg. Authorities dug a swimming pool-sized hole on the 
spot marked by Mokaleng. but did not find any remains. 
Mokaleng says in 1988 he and other policemen at the farm 
brutally assaulted and then buried four black detainees — one of 
whom was still breathing. Opposition groups have charged the 
security forces routinely assaulted and killed government oppo- 
nents for years. 

Clinton unswayed on gays issue 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton has refused to 
back down in the face of strong opposition from the military and 
Congress and vowed to implement his pledge to lift a ban on 
homosexuals in lhe armed forces. Mr. Clinton met for nearly two 
hours with the six Joint Chiefs of Staff, including Chairman 
General Colin Powell, and a spokesman said afterwards the 
meeting was "cordial, honest and respectful" but that Mr. Clinton 
was unswayed. Spokesman George Stephanopoulos said Mr. 
Clinton would announce his policy move within a week. "The 
president reiterated his commitment to ending discrimination 
against homosexuals in the military solely on the basis of status, 
and to maintaining morale and cohesion in the military," he said. 
"Hie joint chiefs expressed their concerns and difficulties with the 
president's commitment, but also expressed their respect for his 
decision-making power as commander-in-chief,” he said, adding 
that none of them mentioned any threats to resign if Mr. Clinton 
goes ahead. 

Supertanker fire doused after 5 days 

SINGAPORE (AP) — A fire that burned for five days on a 
Danish supertanker after it collided with another ship was put out 
Tuesday. Foam sprayed by salvage tugs smothered blazing crude 
oil gushing from the 260.000-ronnc Maersk Navigator, said a 
statement issued by the A.P. Moller Co., owner of the ship. 
"Foam attack was successful and now cooling. All resources 
standing by in case of a flare-up. Preparing for oil pollution 
control." said a terse message from the Dutch salvage firm Smil 
Tak. hired by Moller to recover the tanker. Water cannons 
mounted on salvage tugs hosed the red-hot hull to cool it and 
contain the fire until it was blanketed with foam. Then: were no 
fresh details about the 56-kilometre oil slick that spilled from one 
ruptured tank on the port side of the stricken ship. After the slick 
drifted within 16 kilometres of the coral-ringed southern coast of 
India's great Nicobar Island, the tanker was towed westward ' 
Mondav, 


quiet night before shelling began 
around the edge of the oW town 
Minor shelling was also re- 
ported in nearby Vogosca and the 
northern Bosnia towns of Grada- 
cac and Brcko, along the Serb- 
held land corridor between Ser- 
bia and Serbheld areas of Bos- 
nia and Croatia which Muslim 
forces are trying to intersect with 
daily attacks. 

Russia announced Tuesday it 
was sending Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vitaly Churkin to 
Croatia Wednesday, two days af- 
ter the raised the threat of inter- 
national sanctions against Zag- 
reb. 

The Foreign Ministry said Mr. 
Churkin was making the trip "in 
connection with the worsening 
situation in Croatia." 

Mr. Churkin will discuss the 
crisis with President Franjo Tudj- 
man. a spokesman said. 

Mr. Churkin warned Monday 
that Russia might press for U.N. 
sanctions against Croatia over the 
attack, saying Moscow's U.N. 
mission had been briefed on the 
possibility. 

The Foreign Ministry issued a 
separate statement the same day, 
branding Croatian attacks on 
Serb targets “ill-considered" and 
“unacceptable" and saying that 
they demanded and adequate re- 
sponse from the world commun- 
ity. 

The Foreign Ministry is under 
constant attack from Russian 
nationalists and former Commun- 
ists, who accuse it of abandoning 
Moscow's traditional Serb allies 
and slavishly adhering to Western 
desires. 


Khmer 
Rouge sets 
conditions 
to take 
part in poll 

PHNOM PENH (AP) — The 
Khmer Rouge said Tuesday it 
would participate in Cambodia's 
presidential election if the winner 
were given authority to carry out 
the guerrilla group’s longstanding 
demands. 

The Khmer Rouge so far has 
i stymied most efforts to register 
voters in areas under its control 

The general election is to be 
held by May, and it is likely that a 
presidential election will be held 
simultaneously or slightly earlier. 

The Khmer Rouge statement 
said it would take part in the 
presidential election if Cambo- 
dia's four factions, U.N. 
peacekeepers, the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council and all co-signatories of 
Cambodia's peace accord agree 
in writing beforehand that the 
elected president would be given 
complete authority over the fac- 
tions, including the Khmer 
Rouge. 
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French aircraft carrier CHanenceau at the Toulon 
docks. France announced officially that it is sending 
the CKmenceao to the Adriatic, following the 


MKng df two French U-N. soldiers during the 
Croatian offensive in Croatia's Sorb-held Knuftn 
region (AFP photo) 


16 Azeri troops die in barracks blast 


MOSCOW (R) — Sixteen Azeri 
soldiers were killed and 41 in- 
jured in an explosion at a bar- 
racks in western Azerbaijan, a 
Defence Ministry spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

The blast, Sunday, partially 
destroyed the barracks at 
Agdam, 250 kilometres west of 
Baku and next to the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh . 

There was no immediate in- 
dication whether it was connected 
to the bloody territorial conflict 
with Armenia, which has taken 
more than 2,500 lives in the past 
five years. 

"First estimates suggest the ex- 
plosion came from inside the 
barracks," said the spokesman, 
speaking by telephone from 
Baku. An investigation was being 
carried out. 

Meanwhile, blacked-out and 


energy-starved Armenia may in- 
troduce a state of emergency to 
prevent mass riots and a crime 
explosion, after losing its last 
source of fuel supplies. Izvestia 
newspaper said Monday. 

The evening paper quoted offi- 
cial sources as saying leaders of 
parliament and government had 
considered imposing a state of 
emergency and curfew after a gas 
pipeline in neighbouring Georgia 
was blown up Saturday, cutting 
off all fuel supplies. 

No decision had been taken so 
far, Izvestia said. 

An Armenian presidential 
spokesman blamed neighbouring 
Azerbaijan Sunday for the blast 
which cut the gas supplies. 

Azerbaijan denied responsibil- 
ity for the explosion, which 
occurred in a part of Georgia 
inhabited largely by Azeris. 


ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Energy Minister Steve 
Tashjan as saying it would take at 
(east 10 days to repair the pipe- 
line. 

In a separate report TASS said 
work had also started on a tem- 
porary pipeline which might be 
ready by the end of the week. 
Meanwhile. Armenia was using 
energy from its hydroelectric 
power station to supply at least , 
some hospitals and bakeries. 

Some petrol would be flown in 
from Russia, TASS said, adding 
that apartments would get elec- 
tricity two or three hours daily. 

In a separate report, TASS 
quoted the Azeri Defence Minis- 
try Monday as saying Armenian 
forces shelled the Azferr border 
village of Novoivanovka, in 
Kedabek district, inflicting civi- 
lian and military casualties. 


Hunt begins for CIA rush-hour killer 


WASHINGTON (R) — A man- 
hunt was Underway for a cold- 
eyed killer who methodically 
sprayed rifle fire into cars at the 
guarded Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) complex entrance 
Monday, kilting two men and 
wounding three others. 

The two men who died at the 
scene and two who were wound- 
ed were CIA employees, the spy 
agency said. Tire third wounded 
man worked for a CIA contrac- 
tor, but no job titles were re- 
vealed. 

Police and federal agents sear- 
ched for a white man in his 20s. 
about five feet 10 inches (1.8 
metres) tall who wore a dark, 
possibly military-style jacket and 
dark pants and sped from the 
scene in a station wagon towards 
Washington. 

Police said they had several 
names of people they want to 
question about the rush hour 
shootings at the CIA entrance 16 
kilometres from Washington at 
Langley. Virginia, but they gave 
no apparent motive for the shoot- 
ing spree. 

Whoever opened fire during 
the unprecedented attack at the 
agency did so with cold-blooded 


calculation. 

While waiting in a line of traffic 
to go into the guarded gate of the 
suburban CIA complex, he got 
out of his car with possibly an 
automatic or semi-automatic 
military-style assault rifle and 
walked up' to cars waiting in two 
lanes. He shot back and forth into 
cars in one lane, then another, 
witnesses said. 

Former CIA Director William 
Webster said in a TV interview it 
was too early in the investigation 
to know who the man was or 
whether he had a grudge against 
the agency. 

“It's a reasonable inference 
that the man knew where he was, 
outside CIA Headquarters 
...knew that people had to wait 
their turn in traffic to go inside 
and had an opportunity to do 
what he did — and did it in a very 
calculating, cool manner." be 
said. 

All five men shot lived in the 
Virginia suburbs. Frank Darling, 
28, and Lansing Bennett. 66. of 
Reston were dead on the scene. 
One unidentified man — who 
said he did not work at the CIA 
— was treated for what was de- 
scribed as a superficial gun shot 


wound and released from hospit- 
al. 

Two other men were taken to 
hospital in critical condition, but 
later one of the men's condition 
was upgraded to serious. 

In a statement, the CIA said its 
employees “are shocked and sad- 
dened at the senseless attack on 
our friends and colleagues" and 
said it lost “two respected mem- 
bers" and sawtwo others wound- . 
ed. 

Eyewitnesses, including Sena- 
tor Bob Smith, a New Hampshire 
Republican, driving in the oppo- 
site direction to the line of cars, 
said the man acted idly without 
visible emotion. - 

Sen. Smith said be heard a 
rapid “pop pop pop pop” four or five 
shots — before he saw shooting at 
the cars. 

“He looked in my direction,’’ 
Sen. Smith' said. “He then turned 
and walked between these two 
rows of cars that were lined up to 
go into the CIA, and axrfyaad 
methodically with no emotion, no 
expression and no words, he 
simply walked up to the auto- 
mobiles and fired, at point-blank 
range into the windows at these 
people." 


Mrs. Clinton takes charge of health-care policy 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton put his wife, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, in 
charge of his administration's 
effort to overhaul America's 
health care system — the first 
time any president has ever 
assigned his wife to such a major 
role. 

Mr. Clinton called his wife, 
until recently a corporate lawyer, 
“a first lady of many talents" with 
a unique gift for cutting through 
complex issues and forging con- 
sensus. 

Tackling the troubles in the 
U.S. health care system — which 
costs more than any in the world 
but leaves tens of millions of 
Americans without health insur- 
ance — was one of Mr. Ointon 's 
bedrock promises in the 1992 
campaign. 

The president said he was 
grateful that Mrs. Ointon would 
"be sharing some of the heat I 
expect to generate." 

“1 want it done — now." he 
said at the close of an hour-long 
meeting with Mrs. Clinton, a 
half-dozen cabinet secretaries, his 
OMB director and other senior 
White House aides on the presi- 
dent’s Task Force on National 
Health Care Reform. 

He noted that she chaired an 
Arkansas education standards 
committee that played a leading 
role in pushing through school 
reforms there a decade ago while 
he was governor, and also had 
chaired a state panel on rural 
health problems. 

The White House also distri- 
buted decade-old press clips on 
her work. 

Mr. Q'mton said the task force 
would work from a "war room" 
in the old executive office build- 
ing in a crash effort to meet his 
goal of sending his health reform 
legislation to Capitol Hill in his 
first 100 days. 



U.S. President Bin Clinton (right) announces the creation of a national 
health care task force, which will be beaded by Clinton's wife. First 
Lady Hillary Clinton (left) (AFP photo) 


Although May l is day 100, the 
White House said the task force 
was expected to finish its work by 
the end of May. 

"We are going to work con- 
stantly day and night until we 
have a health care plan ready to 
submit to : he Congress that we 
believe we can pass." said the 
president. 

“We've talked about it long 
enough. The time has come to 
act," said Mr. Ointon, who wants 
to control skyrocketing costs and 
close the gaping holes in the 


health safety net. 

Some 35 million Americans — 
most from working families — 
now hare no health insurance and 
20 million more are inadequately 
insured. 

Mr. Clinton made the 
announcement at the end of an 
hour-long meeting with his health 
advisers. He spoke at a lectern in 
the Roosevelt room, while Mrs. 
Ointon sat a few feet away at the 
end of the table with cabinet 
officers and other senior aides. 
She did not speak while reporters 


were present. 

She will draw no salary. 

“I never have paid her for 
public service." the president said 
with a smile. “I don't want to 
start now.” 

The first lady can “bring peo- 
ple together around complex and 
difficult issues to hammer out 
consensus and get things done," 
said Mr. Clinton. 

“I also figured if I (appointed 
her) that you’d know I meant it." 
he said. 

Mrs. Ointon will work in the 
White House with Carol Rasco. 
Mr. Ointon 's domestic policy 
adviser; Ira Magaziner, his senior 
policy adviser, and Judy Feder, 
who headed the transition health 
care team. 

The appointment was hailed by 
Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calrf., 
who will play a key role in shap- 
ing health reform on Capitol Hill. 

“It can only be a plus,” said 
Rep. Waxman, chairman of a 
House Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Health and die 
Environment. “This move shows 
that health care is going to be a 
very serious priority for the Oin- 
ton administration.” 

Mr. Ointon argued during the 
campaign that a universal cover- 
age could be paid for by squeez- 
ing excess costs from the current 
system. But his transition advis- 
ers reportedly advised Mr. Clin- 
ton that expanded coverage 
would drive up federal costs in 
the short term. Mr. Clinton wants 
to impose an overall spending cap 
on health expenditures and prom- 
ote managed competition in 
which insurers force doctors and 
hospitals to keep costs down. His 
advisers also reportedly are look- 
ing into taxing a portion of em- 
ployee health care benefits. 

"We’re going to have to make 
tough choices," said Mr. OuUoo. 


Kris Kross, 

Jam win music V ■ : 
awards 

LOS ANGELES (R)_—~ Ati . 
eclectic range of grange roefcas, 
country crooners and rappejv - 
won top honours at the American--. 9 
Music Awards.- The- awards, 
baaed on a national pollof 2&Q0& 
Americans, generally favoarsafc, 
easy-listening singers, leaving the 
more adventurous performer? put 
in the cold. Accordingly. ISfirftaH: 
Jackson, Mariah Carey, Michad . 
Bolton and Billy Ray Cyrus each 
won two awards. Arrested . De- 
velopment, a new ' soul “group" 
whose debut album was critically - 
acclaimed last year, missed out in 
both categories in which:- they^-. 
were nominated. There were" 
eight double winners in all.- Jack- 
son had been nominated -ul five - 
categories. There were some sup-' 
prises. Seattle grange rackets. . 
Pearl Jam won Favourite New . 
Hard Rock Artist and Favourite 
New Pop Artist. Rappers- -Kris * 
Kross, who scored one of last 
year’s biggest hit singles, lump, 
also won two Best New Artist 
Awards in the soul and rap-cat^ 
go ries. Country singer Bflly.Ray 
Cyrus injected a note of con- . . 
troversy when he picked up the - 
favourite Country Single Award, 
for Achy Breaky Heart. Cyras* - 
whose debut album Some Gave 
AU topped the billboard pop 
charts for 17 weeks last year, has .- 
earned heaps of scorn from: the 
country establishment for - bis - 
urbanegoodlooksandhuge.com-: . 
merrial success. Cyrus also won 
the award for Favourite New 
Country Artist. He was edged out 
for favourite male country artist' 
by Garth Brooks. Mariah Carey 
won Favourite Female Pop Artist . 
and Favourite Adult Contempor- 
ary Album for her album Unplug- 
ged- - ... 

Chelsea goes to 
school 

WASHINGTON (AP) — After 
mom dropped her off at her new 
school Chelsea Ointon played 
goalie in a soccer game, attended 
a weekly musical theatre class - 
and ate m the school lunchroom. 
“She's nice," said one classmate. 
Schoolmates at the Sidwell 
Friends School, a S10,800-a-year 
private school, said President Bill- 
Ointoo’s only child was an every- " 
day kid who they expect to blend 
into the crowd. “She seemed a 
pretty normal,” said 10-year-old r 
Elizabeth Mounts. “She’s nice,”- 
added Elizabeth Levy, 11. Both 
girls, fifth-graders, attended the- 
musical theatre class with 
Chelsea. Chelsea, a 12-year-oM 
eighth-grader, was escorted to 
school by her mother, Hillary 
Rodham Ointon. They avoided - 
the main entrance, where a small 
contingent of reporters, photo- 
graphers and television news 
crews were camped out. “Mra. 
Ointon wanted to go on her first 
day,’’ said the first lady’s spokes- 
woman, Lisa Caputo. She said 
she did not know if that would be - 
a standard practice. The Clintons 
often took Chelsea to school In 
Little Rock, Arkansas, when Me 
Clinton was governor. 

Quayle lands deal * 
for memoirs 

WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer Vice President Dan Quayle 
has sold his memoirs for at least 
SI million, according to a pub- 
lished reported, The Washington 
Post cites unidentified sources as...' 
saying a seven-figure deal was 
struck with Harper Collins mid 
that the book will begin with Mr. 
Ouayle's selection as. George 
Bush's running mate in 1988. and 
end with last November's dec-' 
tion. The Post said that in addi- r 
tion to mainstream bookstores* 
the publisher ihtemfe.to.selLtbe-^ , 
book through its religious subsidi- 
ary in Christian-oriented markets.- ' 
— much as it did 'the highly , 
successful memoirs of Oliver-' 
North . The paper said the Quayle 
book probably will be published 
in the fail of 1994 and that the '■ '■ 
proposal was shown to only three 9 1 
publishers. Mr. Qiiayfe ■.was'-'*:- .'" 
controversial figure during Ms 
four years as vice president, with : 
entics pointing to his numerous 
embarrassing gaffes and behind- 
the-scenes circumventing of leg- 
islation. ■ !' 

Streisand 

contemplates ’ 
U.S. Senate bid 

NEW YORK (R) — Entertainer 
Barbra Streisand is thmking ab*' -'. 
out running for the U.S: Seiufte' ' 
Je New York Post reported}^ 
Streisand, 50, disclosed her intiae. 
hems during the inauguration ies-" ' 
tiytties last week, the Poasaid a 
quoting an unnamed high-placed" 
Dwnocratic source. “Barbra sb& . 
she bad been giving the idea of - 
pohtical office "some thirogfo"^ 
the source was quoted essaying. 
‘Specifically, sne " said she .was-"- 
considering running for^Senate. “ 




